EX-HMAS HOBART

CHELSEA HAEBICH TAKES
A TOUR AROUND THE
ARTIFICIAL REEF

TECH: MOUNT GAMBIER

KERRIE BUROW ROUNDS OUT
HER AUSSIE CAVE-DIVING
ADVENTURE

BLUE-RINGED OCTOPUS

NIGEL MARSH TRACKS DOWN
THIS SMALL BUT DEADLY
MARINE CREATURE

NICOLAS REMY GOES IN SEARCH OF SOFT CORALS
AND COLOURFUL CRITTERS IN INDONESIA

MALAYSIA

SYDNEY HARBOUR

TAHITI

PERDIX 2
ISSUE #51

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
Mark Evans
Email: mark@scubadivermag.com
DESIGN & PRODUCTION MANAGER
Matt Griffiths
Email: matt@scubadivermag.com
CONTRIBUTORS
Nigel Marsh, Chelsea Haebich, Kerrie
Burow, Nicolas Remy, Jayne Jenkins
PUBLISHING DIRECTOR
Ross Arnold
Email: ross@scubadivermag.com
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
Penney Evans
Email: penney@scubadivermag.com

AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND AND
SOUTHEAST ASIA TEAM
Adrian Stacey
Editor
(Australia and New Zealand)
Tel: +61 422 611 238
Email: adrian@scubadivermag.com
Don Silcock
Senior Travel Editor
www.indopacificimages.com

MAGAZINE
To stock Scuba Diver in your centre,
email: subscriptions@scubadivermag.com

PUBLISHERS
Rork Media ANZ Pty Ltd
193 Latrobe Terrace,
PADDINGTON, QLD 4064
Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily
the views of the publishers. Copyright for material
published remains with Rork Media Limited. Use of
material from Scuba Diver is strictly prohibited unless
permission is given. All advertisements of which
the creative content is in whole or in part the work
of Rork Media Limited remain the copyright of Rork
Media Limited.

is a registered trademark
of Rork Media. ISSN 2515-9593

Times are changing and to keep the magazines
free, we’re asking dive stores to cover their own
postage costs. If you enjoy reading the magazine,
think about helping out your centre with a small
donation to help cover their costs. Your continued
support is most appreciated.

WWW.SCUBADIVERMAG.COM.AU

Double dose
of diving goodness
This month, the Scuba Diver team bring you not just one, but two quality
publications. In addition to the regular Scuba Diver Australia and New
Zealand magazine, we have also produced our themed annual, The Ultimate
Divers Guide. This year, we are dedicating the magazine to Bucket List Dive
Sites. This jam-packed edition is crammed full of some of the best dive sites
from around the globe; there are some well-known favourites, and some
lesser-known gems, to inspire and amaze.
This issue of the magazine is also packed with inspirational dive
destinations and features. First, Chelsea Haebich explains why the HMAS
Hobart in South Australia is such an exceptional dive. This November marks
the vessel’s 20th anniversary as an artificial reef, and as Chelsea explains, this
dive site keeps getting better and better. Staying in Australia, Jayne Jenkins
delves into Sydney’s underwater world and discovers that this stunning city
is as beautiful and diverse underwater as it is above. In the Tech section
this month, we have part two of Kerrie Burow’s exploration of Mt Gambier’s
stunning caves and sink holes.
For our international features, we have part two of our in-depth look at
French Polynesia’s dive regions. Nicolas Remy then takes us on a journey
to beautiful Bangka in Indonesia, and we also highlight some of Malaysia’s
fantastic marine conservation projects.
Plus, we have PT Hirschfield’s exceptional Diving With series of interviews.
This month, PT speaks with the multi-talented awarding-winning film-maker Nays
Baghai. Nigel Marsh continues his quest to find Australia’s unique marine life,
and Alex Mustard shares more of his expert tips on underwater photography.
Adrian Stacey, Editor (Australia & New Zealand)
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CHANGE THE WAY YOU DIVE FOREVER
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Best eco-conscious Dive Boats in the world
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Regular columns

Monthly features...

10 News round-up

22 Australia

18 DAN Medical Q&A

30 Tahiti, part two

54 Divers Alert Network

36 Malaysia

82 Conservation Corner

42 Diving with Nays Baghai

The truth about the Great Barrier Reef, a boating accident
caused by a whale in New Zealand, EYOS joins forces with
OCEEF, and Rebreather Forum 4 heads to Malta.

The Divers Alert Network team answer questions on the
Valsalva manoeuvre and brain surgery.

An experienced diver relates a salutory tale of how mistakes
and bad decisions can have serious consequences.

Meridian Adventure Dive offer some tips on ways to become
an ‘eco-traveller’.
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Wrecks exist for many reasons, including storms and
navigational errors, but ships are also sunk as artificial reefs,
like the ex-HMAS Hobart, explains Chelsea Haebich.

In the second of two parts, we look at the rich and varied
diving regions around the islands of Tahiti.

As Ocean Day approaches, we present a travellers’ guide to
protecting Sabah’s seas and reefs.

We chat to underwater cameraman, independent film-maker
and musician Nays Baghai.
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...continued

Gear & testing

46 Unique Australian Marine Life

74 What’s New

Nigel Marsh focuses on the blue-ringed octopus.

56 TECH: Australia, part two

Kerrie Burow continues her exploration of the world-class
cave diving around Mount Gambier.

We take a look at some new products heading to market,
including a batch of the apres-dive clothing. We have the
Submariner jumper from Fourth Element, new T-shirts from
KUBI, a 200gm undersuit from Otter Watersports, a hoodie
from Santi Diving, and a warm hood from Tecline.

62 Australia

76 Test Extra

A city perfectly in tune with the ocean; there’s more to
Sydney than surface appearances suggest, as Jayne Jenkins
explains.

68 Indonesia

Editorial Director Mark Evans rates and reviews new
equipment - in this issue, the Shearwater Research Perdix 2
is given the once-over on dives both in the UK and in the
decidedly chilly waters of Iceland.

After a few years focusing his diving around Australia’s
temperate waters, Nicolas Remy heads to Bangka Island to
quench his coral-thirst….
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“We are thrilled to be returning in a few months! The reef systems here are the most unspoiled we
have seen in our travels around the world and the resort is paradise. We can’t wait to see all our
friends at Wakatobi.” ~ Robert and Barbara Hay

An experience
without equal
At Wakatobi, you don’t compromise
on comfort to get away from it all. A
private guest flight brings you directly
to a remote island, where all the
indulgences of a five-star resort and
luxury liveaboard await. The Wakatobi
dive team will ensure your in-water
experiences are perfectly matched
to your abilities and interests so your
underwater encounters can create
memories that will remain vivid and
rewarding long after your visit is
concluded. While at the resort, or on
board the dive yacht Pelagian, you
need only ask and the Wakatobi team
will provide any service or facility
within its power. This unmatched
combination of world-renowned reefs
and first-class luxuries put Wakatobi in
a category all its own.

www.wakatobi.com

Each month, we bring together the latest industry news from the Asia-Pacific region, as well
as all over our water planet. To find out the most up-to-date news and views, check out the
website or follow us on our various social media @scubadivermag
www.scubadivermag.com.au/news

GREAT BARRIER REEF:
BEST CORAL COVER IN 36 YEARS
Dr Terry Cummins, currently the President of Dive Queensland and a prominent figure
in the global dive community, gives his thoughts on diving the Great Barrier
Reef and dispels some rumours currently in circulation

T

he Great Barrier Reef (GBR) was World Heritagelisted in 1981 and is considered one of the World’s
Seven Natural Wonders. It covers 344,400 square
kms and is 2,300km long - or approximately half
the length of the Eastern Australian coastline. It comprises
3,000 individual reefs, 300 coral cays, 600 continental
islands and 150 inshore mangrove islands, making it the
largest barrier reef in the world.
Apart from its size, the GBR has high levels of biodiversity
and is considered one of the most-complex natural systems
on Earth. With over 600 types of soft and hard corals, more
than 100 species of jellyfish, 3,000 varieties of molluscs, 500
species of worms, 1,625 types of fish, 133 different species
of sharks and rays, six out of the seven sea turtles found in
the world and more than 30 species of marine mammals, it is
an enormous ecosystem.
Currently, the world press and some institutions would
like you to think the GBR is dying or already dead. Although
we all have grave concerns for the future of the world’s reefs
due to the combined impacts of the planet’s overpopulation
(e.g. coastal development, increased agricultural runoff, climate change, etc), the GBR is very much alive.
Unfortunately, ‘the reef is dead’ headline suits some, but is a
total over-exaggeration of the facts.
Recently, marine physicist Peter Ridd implied that these
headlines are ruining the reputation of its ‘premier tourist
attraction’ - the GBR. The latest data from the Australian
Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) 2021 / 22 Long-Term
Monitoring Program Report states that the GBR has
recorded the highest level of coral cover in 36 years. It is
indeed a pity that I, as the Chair of Dive Queensland Inc,
have had not one reporter from the media contact me about
this excellent news.
Furthermore, my research shows that even a number
of dive store owners within Australia and beyond believe
what they read in the press. Additionally, some travel
wholesalers would rather send their clients overseas where
there is much less diversity of coral and other marine life.
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For example, the Caribbean has just 90 species of coral
compared to the GBR’s 600 plus.
I agree with Ridd that the ‘mass bleaching events’
described by the press and some institutions are entirely
misleading. Yes, there have been four bleaching events in
pockets along the GBR’s 2,300km length, which is hardly
‘mass’. One of these events was in the 1990s and the other
three in 2016, 2017 and 2020. There has been minimal
bleaching along the entire length of the GBR in 2021 and
2022. Coral bleaching is not coral death! Impacted corals
can, and many do, recover.
There are other instances of misinformation about diving
the GBR. Here are a few results from my PhD thesis that
you may find interesting where I surveyed over 530 divers
returning from a trip to the reefs off Cairns. Please note
that I asked them whether they had dived on coral reefs
before visiting the Cairns section of the GBRMP, 75% of
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them indicated they had. Further analysis
revealed that they had collectively dived
on coral reefs at 841 locations across 16
countries/regions, so they were in an
excellent position to compare their dive
with other dives they had done elsewhere.
The analysis revealed 72% of the divers
were satisfied or extremely satisfied with
the quality and abundance of coral, 76%
were satisfied or extremely satisfied with
the quality and abundance of marine life.
Also 79% were satisfied or extremely
satisfied with the underwater visibility and
85% were satisfied or extremely satisfied
with the general diving quality.
Apart from the condition of the Reef,
another rumour that my research identified was the impact of the Queensland
dive regulations. Rumours are that the Code of Practice (dive regulations)
limits diving to 20m and dives of only 45 minutes. However, 85% of the divers
I surveyed expressed they were either satisfied or extremely satisfied with the
quality of the dive briefings. More importantly, 88% agreed or strongly agreed
Cairns is a safe place to dive because of the dive regulations.
These rumours of depth and time restrictions in Queensland are exactly
that – a stupid rumour which may have been generated from the operational
character of some dive packages. This is where some dive operators offer
three 45 minutes dives on a day trip at different locations. Of course, the
liveaboards offer five dives per day or even more. I have spent all my adult life
in the dive and dive tourism industry sectors and have been diving the GBR
since the early 1970s.
My wife Cathie and I dive the Cairns section of the GBR weekly with various
operators. Our dive profiles regularly involve 60-minute plus bottom times,
and we regularly reach depths of over 20m. We are not sure where this
other equally misleading rumour – ‘you can’t dive below 40m’ comes from,
especially since the Queensland Government, in close consultation with the
dive industry, was the first to introduce a ‘Technical Diving Code of Practice’.
So yes, you can participate in technical diving in Queensland, training and
extended range.
Having dived in over 16 countries and logged over 7,200 dives, I can
honestly say the diving Queensland has to offer visitors is extraordinary. It is
also has without a doubt the best managed marine park on the planet. So, you
will not have ticked all the boxes until you visit the Great Barrier Reef.
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WHALE SUSPECTED TO HAVE CAUSED
FATAL NEW ZEALAND BOAT ACCIDENT

It is believed that a
whale may have been
responsible for a tragic
accident that saw a
birdwatching boat
capsize off the New
Zealand coast, killing
five passengers. While
the police declined
to speculate on what
caused the incident,
which occurred
on Saturday 10
September in Goose
Bay, near the town
of Kaikoura, the local
mayor told reporters that he believed the eight-and-a-half metre boat had
hit a surfacing whale.
Craig Mackle explained that conditions in the bay were ‘perfect’ and that he
and officials assumed a whale had surfaced beneath the vessel, causing it to
turn turtle. He said that such accidents were unheard of in the region, but that
he had been worried about a collision due to the sheer number of whales –
both sperm and humpback – in the area in recent days.
Police sergeant Matt Boyce just commented that the incident was
‘unprecedented’, and confirmed that the survivors of the capsize had all been
taken to hospital and later released.

EYOS PARTNERS WITH OCEEF
EYOS and OCEEF – two of the world’s leaders in ocean exploration – have
joined forces to push the boundaries of underwater conservation and research
and embark on critical citizen science missions to the farthest reaches of the
planet. And if you have a cool US$150,000 to hand, you can join them.
EYOS, the authority in private superyacht expeditions, has partnered with
Ocean Conservation Exploration and Education Foundation (OCEEF), a 501(c)
(3) organization, to educate the world about the ocean through immersive,
data-collecting missions aboard OCEEF’s five-star research yacht, RV Odyssey.
Over the next year, the RV Odyssey will embark on a series of first-ofits-kind missions, offering an exclusive 360-degree adventure that will help
drive education and a better understanding of our oceans. These immersive
adventures include studying mesophotic coral reef ecosystems in the Chagos
Archipelago, seeking the killer whales that attack great white sharks off
the coast of Cape Town, documenting hydrothermal vents on Antarctica’s
Deception Island, participating in threatened species recovery studies in the
Galapagos, and journeying around the Mediterranean – from Sardinia and
Sicily to Crete and Santorini – and discover ancient Roman and Greek triremes
(triple-decker warships).
OCEEF invites travellers to support its missions in Antarctica this winter
season by travelling aboard RV Odyssey for the most-exclusive experience
possible – a first-hand look at the very research participants are helping
support. With a tax-deductible donation of US$150,000, donors and their
friends or family members can be invited onboard the RV Odyssey and join the
crew of scientists, expedition leaders, and students to experience life onboard.
www.eyos-expeditions.com
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Follow us on our various social
media @scubadivermag

A PROMISING FUTURE FOR SEA TURTLES
IN MALAYSIA
The magnificent Turtle Islands Park in Sabah
is one of the most successful conservation
parks in the world. Under the protection of
Sabah Parks, Park Rangers record each turtle
landing, nesting, egg and hatchling numbers
to document and safeguard the islands as an
ecological paradise for turtles. The island also
permits visitors (under strict capacity laws)
to stay overnight and observe the complete
lifecycle of turtles, which in turn helps fund
the conservation movement on the islands.
Comprising three small islands –
Selingaan, Gulisan and Bakungan Kechil
– the park is accessible via a one-hour boat
ride off Sandakan, Sabah. Permission to visit
the islands must be obtained from Sabah
Parks and can be applied through Crystal
Quest – www.turtleisland.com.my/ - for reservation
of accommodation, however, due to limited
accommodation, tours must be booked in advance
to ensure visitation to the park. Fortunately, the
turtles lay their eggs throughout the year, allowing
year-round access to the island.
The main island (Selingaan Island) houses
the park’s headquarters, turtle hatchery,
accommodation and basic facilities, while the other
two islands are more for conservation activities.
Visitors will be able to witness the egg laying
process, collection of eggs being transplanted into
hatcheries for incubation and the releasing of baby
turtles to the sea. Rangers will inform if there are
any turtle landings and visitors are encouraged to
witness the turtle mothers lay their eggs.
To help further promote turtle conservation,
all visitors are encouraged to adopt a sea
turtle nest to help contribute to the successful
protection of the green and hawksbill sea
turtle species. Nevertheless, the islands are
also home to beautiful tropical reefs and
re-energising azure blue waters for visitors
to swim, snorkel and scuba dive, as well
as enriching mud volcanoes that bubble
liquid mud from the natural gas coming from
underneath the surface of the earth.

DID YOU KNOW?

The sex of the turtle is based entirely on
the temperature of the sand during its
incubation. The cooler the sand, the more
males, while warmer sand will birth more
females. At Turtle Islands Park, Sabah Parks
ensure a mixture of shady cooler sand and
warmer sand to ensure a consistent ratio
of genders.
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REBREATHER FORUM 4 COMES TO MALTA

EMPEROR
HARMONI

MEET OUR
BRAND NEW
LUXURY
LIVEABOARD

The acclaimed Rebreather Forum – this time in its fourth edition – is returning
in 2023, and will be held in Malta from 20-22 April. The event, which is
sponsored by DAN Europe, DAN, PADI and Heritage Malta, will be held at the
old University of Malta campus in Valetta. The purpose of this scientific and
trade-only meeting is to advance the diving community’s state of knowledge
regarding rebreather technology and its uses, with the goal of improving
rebreather diving safety and performance. Proceedings of the meeting will be
published and made publicly available.
While the Rebreather Forum 4 team work on organising the event, they
have set up a preliminary website with the basic details and a place for
you to express your interest and get on the mailing list for updates – www.
rebreatherforum.tech. They expect to have registration up and running soon.
And yes, there will be diving – shipwreck diving to be specific, with the help
of their colleagues at RAID and Heritage Malta.
RF4 will actually be the fifth such meeting held by the diving industry.
The Rebreather Forum and Rebreather Forum 2 were held in 1994 and
1996, when rebreathers were just becoming available to the diving
community. Rebreather Forum 3 was held in 2012 and was followed by
the Rebreathers and Scientific Diving Workshop in 2015. Proceedings of these
meetings are available as downloads on the RF4 site.
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RARE UNDERWATER
SIGHTINGS IN PACIFIC

DIVE THE
HMAS
ADELAIDE
RIGHT ON
OUR DOOR
STEP!

Live the dream with the
largest dive store on the
central coast. We are a
PADI 5 star IDC teaching
recreational, technical
and freedive courses.
COME DIVE
WITH US!

+61 2 4367 5512
sales@diveimportsaustralia.com.au
diveimportsaustralia.com.au
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Two rare, large tentacled sea
creatures have been captured
on video recently – one at
scuba-diving depth off Kavieng,
Papua New Guinea, and the
other in the deep Pacific Ocean
out from Hawaii.
The first, a jellyfish with
distinctive ring and spot
markings and four groups
of striped tentacles, was spotted by a scuba diver who posted
the video footage on Scuba Ventures Kavieng’s Facebook page. “It has cool
markings and is a bit bigger than a soccer ball,” stated the diver, adding that
the jellyfish swam ‘quite fast’.
It is thought by experts that the animal could be Chirodectes maculatus,
a type of box jellyfish only ever recorded once before but never seen live or
captured on video until now. It was described in 2005 by scientists from a
preserved specimen caught in Australian waters, but that jelly had solid spots
rather than rings, so could be a different species. Meanwhile the deep-sea
sighting was of two Solumbellula monocephalus seapens, although only one
was caught on camera. They were spotted just short of 3km deep by Ocean
Exploration Trust researchers diving the ROV Hercules from the research
vessel Nautilus. They had been investigating deep-sea coral and sponge
habitats on a previously unsurveyed seamount north of Johnston Atoll when
the sight of the colonial cnidarians caused excitement.
The seapens were reckoned to be as big or bigger than the ROV. The
one on video can be seen to have a single large feeding polyp and barbed
tentacles stretching more than 40cm from its two-metre-long stalk to sting and
catch its prey.
“My mind is blown right now,” one of the scientists can be heard saying
because the species, the only one described in its genus, had only ever
been seen in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans before. The team now hope to
determine from the footage whether it was a Pacific Solumbellula or a new
species. Johnston Atoll lies between Hawaii, the Line Islands and Kiribati, and
is designated as a protected area within the Pacific Remote Island Marine
National Monument. The expedition is funded by NOAA Ocean Exploration via
the Ocean Exploration Co-operative Institute.
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DIVE
SMARTER
GET YOUR EXACT PRESCRIPTION TODAY

MADE IN
AUSTRALIA

SIMON LORENZ | INSIDER DIVERS

Ask DAN

DAN medical information specialists
and researchers answer your dive
medicine questions

Valsalva manoeuvre

Q: About six weeks ago, I did the Valsalva manoeuvre
to clear my ears after getting off a plane and noticed air
coming out the inner corner of my right eye, seemingly
from the tear duct. Since then, I can feel a puff of air
coming out of that spot whenever I blow my nose. I have
no other symptoms, but is this anything to be concerned
about when I go diving?
A: What you describe seems to be air passing through
your nasolacrimal duct when blowing your nose or
trying to equalise by using the Valsalva manoeuvre.
This phenomenon is not uncommon, and some people
experience it when they try to equalise too forcefully. You
may be executing the Valsalva manoeuvre with too much
force. Equalisation should be a gentle and easy process with
minimal effort.
While it may feel odd or tickle slightly, you should
not have any issues from diving. There is a possibility of
infection from forcing mucus from the nasal passage into the
nasolacrimal duct.
We recommend consulting a local ear, nose, and throat
(ENT) specialist about your concerns. Knowledge of dive
medicine is unnecessary as this is a common problem that
happens to many people, including nondivers.
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Brain surgery

Q: I recently underwent brain surgery. The surgery was
successful, but now part of my skull has been replaced
with mesh. My neurosurgeon is brilliant but does not know
how the surgery may affect my diving. Am I still able to
dive? Should I limit myself to a certain depth, or should I
only snorkel?
A: While your surgery was successful, returning to diving
after this type of surgery may or may not be possible.
Clearing someone for diving following brain surgery is a
delicate process, and each person needs to be assessed
on a case-by-case basis. After any brain surgery, there is
a minimum convalescent period that you must observe
before considering diving due to an elevated risk of seizure.
A seizure in the underwater environment is often fatal,
and any increased risk of seizure activity is an absolute
contraindication to diving.
As you mentioned, your surgeon may not be familiar with
diving and dive medicine. We regularly provide consultations
for physicians and encourage medical providers to reach out
to us individually to discuss their questions. We are happy to
provide information and recommendations so your doctors
can make informed decisions about your fitness to dive.
World.DAN.org
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Wherever in the world
you are travelling to dive,
take DAN with you.
+ 24/7 Emergency Medical Services
+ Worldwide Emergency Medical Evacuation
+ Dive Accident Treatment Coverage
EvEry divEr should bE a daN MEMbEr

WORLD.DAN.org

Monthly round-up of news from our SSI dive centres and professionals
www.divessi.com

AOTEAROA DIVE

ONE PLANET, DIFFERENT WORLD

O

n the North Island of Aotearoa,
central New Zealand, lies the
thermal active region of Rotorua,
the cultural heartland, and home to
18 stunning lakes, one of which was the home
of the Pink and White Terraces, revered the 8th
Wonder of the World, before it was destroyed
by a volcanic explosion in 1886.
It is also home to Aotearoa Dive, one of
Scuba Schools International’s newest dive
training facilities, owned and operated by
Adrian ‘Bev’ Bebbington and Renee Tapsell.
With many years of experience diving
and working all around the globe, as dive
instructors and dive resort managers, they
finally decided they wanted a new challenge
and started the process of setting up their own
dive business. Having worked at high-end
resorts where standards and facilities were high, they knew
this level of detail and customer focus could be applied to
their business model.
They completed their final tropical contract in Fiji and
with New Zealand being on their doorstep, combined with
the fact Renee is a native Kiwi (Te Arawa, Ngati Whakaue),
they booked their flights. This would be their first temperate
water location and they both agreed it was important to gain
experience in colder waters.
Initially they worked as instructors in the south of the
North Island in the capital, Wellington, and then moved to
the big smoke, Auckland, for the next two years. This was
part of their plan, to fully understand the dive industry in NZ,
to know what the customers required and identify potential
locations for the new facility.
During the formation of their new business, Covid
struck and the world changed. This did not deter their
plans, they knew it would work, others advised they were
crazy to open a new business during a global pandemic.
They decided to register the business on 1 April 2021, as it
seemed appropriate, found the perfect premises in Rotorua,
and began the build converting an old Indian grocer
into perhaps Aotearoa’s most-modern and progressive
dive centre. After many delays due to Covid restrictions,
Aotearoa Dive was launched in September 2021.
Today Aotearoa Dive is an award-winning SSI Diamond
training centre catering to entry level, recreational, extended
range, freediving, and instructor career development
programmes. It has a retail store, an onsite dive equipment
service centre and is equipped with two classrooms,
compressor, and an undoubtable vibe of Manaakitanga
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(the process of showing respect, generosity, and care) and
whanaungatanga (the connection between people; kinship).
Aotearoa Dive runs Māori community-based dive
programmes, these are SSI open water diver courses to
upskill the local community on how to keep themselves
safe when conducting dives and making informed choices
when out in the water, funding has been put into place for
these programmes by the local Iwi (Māori leaders). This
programme is more than just a dive course, it’s about the
healing power the ocean can bring, a reconnection back
to Te ao Māori through nature, creating advocates for our
oceans and lakes.
With the help of the Iwi, they also secured funding to create
traineeships for youth who would like a career in the dive
industry. By training them up to instructor level, creating a selfperpetuating programme for ‘our people, training our people’.
Aotearoa Dive is a Blue Oceans dive centre and conduct
big yearly clean ups with plans to clean all 18 Lakes
over a span of eight years, they have affiliations with the
community councils and environmental groups working
together for a better outcome for the people, marine
animals, and the stunning natural environment.
Since being in operation for almost a year this September,
Aotearoa Dive is the number one certifying SSI dive centre
within Aotearoa, New Zealand. This is due to their focus
on education, high level of service resulting in customer
retention and is likely down to the fact that Bev and Renee
are incredibly passionate about what they do and continue
to inspire those that cross their path.
We all live on one planet, let us show you a different
world! n
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NEW

ADVANTAGE PACK
Rock Pro Explorer

BCD ROCK PRO RRP $699.95
REGULATOR DUAL 15X RRP $599.95
OCTOPUS DUAL RRP $249.95
DIVE COMPUTER PUCK PRO + RRP $399.95
INSTRUMENT MISSION 1 RRP $199.95
MESH BAG RRP $49.95

RRP $2199.70*
*All prices AUD

Contact your participating
Mares Dealer for details

The ex-HMAS Hobart is a guided-missile destroyer
built for the Royal Australian Navy in Michigan USA.
It has a total length of 134 metres and a 4,500tonne displacement. Launched January 9,
1964, it was deployed from Australia in
1965 to serve in the Vietnam War

W

hile South Australia has over 800 known
shipwrecks, for local divers, the HMAS Hobart
is arguably the jewel in the crown of the
many wrecks found in our waters. Scuttled
on 5 November 2002, this year will be the Hobart’s 20th
anniversary as an historic wreck site. I’ve had the privilege of
diving it for 12 of those 20 years and it’s a site that just gets
better and better with time.
The ex-HMAS Hobart is a guided-missile destroyer built for
the Royal Australian Navy in Michigan USA. It has a total length
of 134 metres and a 4,500-tonne displacement. Launched
January 9, 1964, it was deployed from Australia in 1965 to
serve in the Vietnam War. In total she completed three tours
to this region and provided Naval gunfire support – military
bases, bridges, munitions storage and supply routes among
her targets. During this time the HMAS Hobart earnt the
nickname of The Green Ghost as she had a reputation for
being a fast, but quiet, vessel.
At times the Hobart came under heavy enemy fire
from shore but managed to escape damage or casualties
from land attacks. However, tragically during its second
deployment, it did suffer casualties when it came under
fire from the air. June 1968, the ship detected an
aircraft approaching. Initially evaluated as ‘friendly’,
the aircraft continued to approach and fired a missile
that struck her on her starboard side and seriously
damaged several compartments. When it struck,
the missile killed one man and wounded two others.
Before crew could respond, another two missiles hit.

HMAS Hobart was named after
the city of Hobart in Tasmania. It was
originally ordered in 2007 but wasn’t
launched until May 2015!
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The second one caused damage – but didn’t detonate - while
the third killed one man and injured several other sailors. A
further attack looked imminent when the aircraft turned for
another approach. The Hobart’s forward gun – which can still
be seen today – was engaged and fired, causing the aircraft
to turn away with no further attack. Pieces of missile were
collected and later identified to be of US origin. The HMAS
Hobart was mistakenly attacked by the US Airforce that night
causing casualties under friendly fire.
After deployment to Vietnam, the HMAS Hobart continued
an active service life and was called upon to assist with
disaster relief efforts after Cyclone Tracy destroyed Darwin
Christmas Day, 1974. After several refits and tours that took
her around the world she was decommissioned 12 May
2000 after 34 years of service, having steamed over one
million nautical miles. She was then gifted to the South
Australian government for the purpose of becoming a
world-class dive site. Meticulously prepared and scuttled,
the ship now has a spectacular second life as an artificial
reef system in the Rapid Head Marine Sanctuary Zone.
It currently sits off the coast of the Fleurieu
Peninsula in South Australia in 30m of water and
reaches up from the seafloor to just 8m below the
surface – it’s a huge and truly spectacular dive site.
The Marine Park and Sanctuary Zone that has

Wrecks exist for many reasons –
storms, wartime casualties, navigational
errors, collisions and onboard accidents
such as fires. Wrecks also have histories
that capture our imagination and sense
of adventure. Therefore, more and more
ships are now being intentionally sunk
for the purpose of diving, and one
such wreck is the ex-HMAS Hobart,
explains Chelsea Haebich
Photographs by Chelsea Haebich
WWW.SCUBADIVERMAG.COM.AU
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been established around the wreck helps to protect it and
she, in turn, provides protection and refuge to a staggering
variety of marine life. It’s a ‘no take zone’ so you cannot fish
this wreck, anchor or take anything from this wreck – 20
years of preservation means life on this wreck is like nowhere
else and why it’s one of my favourite wrecks to dive.
I’ve been fortunate enough to dive this wreck regularly
over the past 12 years and watching the wreck change
has been a privilege. Once bare metal has slowly become
encrusted in a huge array filter feeding invertebrates in
every colour imaginable. In turn they have attracted over 50
different species of fish to the area. Large snapper can be
seen sheltering from the strong currents around this wreck.
Schools of snook come in from deeper waters and
the bottom is often carpeted in flathead. Larger fish are
frequent visitors to this oasis too. Smooth rays rest out
of the current and curious wrasse, leatherjackets and
grouper will escort you on your safety stop, providing lots of
entertainment. Many of these fish are much larger in size to
their counterparts at any other site – all thanks to the Marine
Parks protection.
The wreck has been well prepared with divers in mind.
Hazards such as doors and hatches have been removed as
well as other snagging obstacles. Large holes have been cut
in the hull, opening up the interior without detracting from it
and letting light in, making exploration of the interior easier
for the experienced and somewhat safer. The light also
makes for some great photo opportunities.
Diving this wreck is straight-forward however it’s
sheer size can be daunting. It’s impossible to cover the
whole wreck in one dive in a way that does it justice – I
recommend getting out on a double dive if the conditions
allow it. Use the first dive to get your bearings and navigate
around and get a sense of the place, then on subsequent
dives explore some of the features that have caught your
Blue devilfish in a
walkway

The bridge is
smothered in growth

interest or explore the seemingly endless rooms and
corridors inside of the wreck.
When planning to dive this wreck, the first thing you
need to organise is a permit. Easily obtained online and
valid for 12 months. With an early start and gear packed,
you’ll make your way down to the Wirrina Cove Marina
Boat ramp on the Fluerieu Peninsula – an hour’s drive from
Adelaide. Access to the wreck is by boat, and I like to dive
with Underwater Sports Diving Centre – they have a custom
dive boat permanently moored there purely for servicing
divers wanting to dive the Hobart. Dave’s knowledge of the
wreck and its history is always an entertaining feature of
the short boat ride to the site and his attention to safety is
unsurpassed – more on that shortly.
The boat is fast and will cover the 4km to the site in no
time. Mooring is tactfully done on one of several mooring
lines that lead down to the wreck – these double as your
decent line down to the two main stacks of the wreck.
I am always in awe of what I see as I go down the line.
The sheer size of this wreck that appears like a ghost in the
water is always impressive. Drifting down one side of the
wreck, out of the current, you can see the deck plus the
port and starboard external passageways and doorways
that lead to the interior. Gun turrets have been left in place
The ship is heavily
encrusted
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There is plenty for
photographers

There is a gun
under there

Australia has plenty of genuine maritime
sinkings, but some of the most-popular
dive sites are the ex-HMAS ships

Bunk beds in the
superstructure

and you can easily identify the bridge and swim through it –
often there are several blue devils living inside. My favourite
feature of the wreck is the bow and sonar dome. The sonar
dome sits in the sand at 30m and the bow cuts its way back
to the surface like a knife and gives you a real sense of the
power this ship had in its day.
For divers with appropriate certification, the engine room
is a great feature and surprisingly accessible. There are also
some fun and personal features to be found in a few of the
rooms – someone with a sense of humour has left the toilets in
place and there is the sobering sight of the tiny beds the crew
used, still intact. Small glimpses into a piece of Naval history.
Back to safety! It is a big wreck. It’s also deep, so there
are hazards to be considered. The wreck needs to be
respected and Advanced certification with adequate
experience is essential. The open cuts in the hull make it
tempting to enter – but without a wreck certification, or
higher, penetrating the wreck can become a serious hazard.
I would also recommend an experienced guide when
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Once bare metal has slowly
become encrusted in a huge array
filter feeding invertebrates in every
colour imaginable
first diving it too – this will allow you to relax and enjoy the
dives more. A guide will know how to pace the dive and
get the most out of it for you, navigating the site safely and
highlighting the best features along the way.
It’s a very captivating site so it’s also easy to blow your
bottom time and go into deco – so attention to your gear,
buddy and gas is essential.
Currents can also pose a hazard. There is a very strong
tidal current present at this site so it’s ideally dived on a
dodge tide – even then there can still be some pull when
you are out from the protection of the wreck’s sheer bulk.
A good dive operator will only schedule dives for those
days when the tides are at their slackest. It makes a huge
difference to this site. Check Underwater Sports dive
calendar as they have schedules for the Hobart planned
well in advance around these ‘dodge’ tides. Great if you are
coming from interstate and want to plan a trip to this site.
Photographing the Hobart can be a challenge – often the
vis in temperate waters is low or milky, meaning it’s hard
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Looking for macro
critters

The top of the
superstructure

It’s impossible to cover the whole wreck in one dive in a way that
does it justice – I recommend getting out on a double
dive if the conditions allow it
to get great external wide-angle shots of this wreck - but
that’s also what makes me come back for more! I’m still
hunting for that dream shot. As the wreck has had holes cut
into the hull, photographing inside the wreck is a lot of fun
too. You can play with light shafts and atmosphere. There’s
lots of colour and creatures to see inside as well. Mercifully
on the low vis days it remains remarkably clear inside the
wreck. You’ll soon work out two dives is not enough –
especially if you are photographing it.
The ex-HMAS Hobart is a truly spectacular dive site.
The wreck is huge and impressive but easily navigated
with many interesting features around each new corner. It’s
history both above and below the water line is fascinating
and only adds to the experience. The growth alone is
stunning to see and just gets more abundant with each
passing year. It seems more and more wildlife are finding
this oasis in the gulf as well, only adding to its reputation as
a world-class dive site here in South Australia.
I never thought of myself as much of a ‘wreck diver’ until
I dived the Hobart. It has so much to offer with its history,
size, biodiversity and photography that it’s hard not to be
captivated by this wreck – so don’t leave it too long to come
and see this wreck, and piece of history, for yourself. n
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Every square
inch is covered in
marine growth
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DIVE SOUTH AUSTRALIA WITH
UNDERWATER SPORTS DIVING CENTRE
• The exHMAS Hobart
• Marine Park Accredited
• Groups & Individuals Welcome
• Dive & Accommodation Packages
• Leafy Seadragon Guided Boat Tours
• PADI 5 STAR IDC beginner &
professional courses

WORLD CLASS DIVING SINCE 1996

Ph: +61 8 8263 3337 E: dive@underwatersports.com.au
underwatersports.com.au
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· GREAT BARRIER REEF · AUSTRALIA ·

Come visit the World Heritage Great Barrier Reef
with the award-winning crew of Passions of Paradise.
Snorkel in pristine waters, go for a dive, or relax
with a drink and enjoy the sailing. The best memories
on the reef, no filter required.
www.passions.com.au
+61 7 4041 1600
email: reservations@passions.com.au
Departing from Cairns, Queensland

NORTH SULAWESI
FROM MUCK TO MARINE PARKS

H

ave you heard about the world-famous muck
diving in the Lembeh Strait? The phenomenal
wall dives and turtles of the Bunaken Marine
Park or the kaleidoscopic coral reefs of Bangka
Island? These three locations offer some of the best and
most diverse diving in North Sulawesi, Indonesia and it’s
possible to see them all in one trip.
The Indonesian province of North Sulawesi lies in the
heart of the Coral Triangle – the most marine rich region
on Earth. Whilst you may have heard of Bunaken, Bangka
and Lembeh, you may not realise they’re very close to each
other. So, diving the best of North Sulawesi doesn’t mean
you have to choose between locations – you can dive all
three in one trip.

Bunaken Marine Park

Bunaken Marine Park was one of the first Marine Protected
Areas in Indonesia – and it shows. The dive sites around this
small island are characterised by vertical coral walls which
are teeming with life. The resident population of green sea
turtles has grown from strength to strength and at some dive
sites you’ll lose count of the number of turtles you see in a
single dive.
Nearby Manado Bay is home to wide ranging marine
life and diverse dive sites. It is becoming increasingly
recognised for its volcanic, black sand muck diving sites
which are home to a plethora of unusual critters from
numerous cephalopod species through to seahorses,
nudibranchs, and crustaceans. The Molas wreck is an
exciting wreck dive which also offers a myriad fish and
critters. To the south of Manado Bay lays Poopoh – a record
breaking site where 385 different species of fish were
recorded in just one morning.

© Paul Vingerhoets

Bangka Island

Bangka Island is as beautiful underwater as it is on land. This
lush green island is surrounded by white sandy beaches and
a fringing reef of soft corals bursting with colour. Schooling
snappers, passing reef sharks, occasional dugongs and an
array of reef fish and critters have all made Bangka Island
their home. Bangka offers phenomenal diving and a chance
to get completely off the grid on this remote tropical island.
Just a few years back this island was threatened by an
exploratory mining license, but thankfully, the local diving
community rallied and fought off this ecological threat.

Lembeh Strait

The Lembeh Strait is home to highest concentration of rare
and unusual marine life on Earth. Exploring Lembeh’s world
famous muck diving sites is akin to opening a treasure trove
of critters. Even the most seasoned of divers can’t help but
be impressed by the species found here: eight different
species of frogfish, flamboyant cuttlefish, wunderpus,
mimic octopus, blue ring octopus, bobtail squids, harlequin
shrimps, tiger shrimps, three species of pygmy seahorse,
countless species of nudibranch, bobbit worms, Ambon
scorpionfish and rhinopias – to name but a few. n
For information on how to book a dive trip to North
Sulawesi, contact the team of experts at Diveplanit Travel.
Diveplanit.com Phone: 1800 607 913 Email: enquire@
diveplanit.com Dive shops and groups please contact
Jess@diveplanit.com
© Waso
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Suited to both Divers and Snorkelers.

The Best Diving on the

Ribbon Reefs

Coral Sea & Great Barrier Reef!
Dive with giant potato cod, explore deep walls,
witness shark action at Osprey Reef.

Ribbon Reefs
Suited to both Divers and Snorkelers.

New Special Expeditions!
Check out our website for details.

T: +61 7 4053 0500 E: resv@mikeball.com

www.mikeball.com
#spoilsportlive #mikeballdive

AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST WRECK

HIGHLIGHTS & INCLUSIONS
2x Guided dives of the ex-HMAS Tobruk
Tea / Coffee & refreshments throughout the day
ment hire available
Tank & weight belt Equip

Dive Courses
Learn to dive with our highly qualified PADI Dive Instructors

Bookings call 0481 776 001 or visit diveherveybay.com.au

THE
ISL
of Tahiti
PART two

Tuamotu Islands
RANGIROA

One of the most-abundant marine
biodiversity in the world, a concentration of
emotions in this atoll, recognized as one of the best
places for exceptional underwater encounters. In the
Islands of Tahiti, Rangiroa is the place where you will have
the most chances to observe the great hammerhead shark,
between February and April.
Top Dive Sites
TIPUTA PASS - This 12m to 46m dive is known to be the meeting place
of bottlenose dolphins, Tursiops truncatus, wild sedentary dolphins
that live in the Tiputa pass right above a gathering of grey sharks.
AVATORU PASS - In this pass, you will meet the tapete, white-finned
reef sharks. A little further on you will observe a huge school of jacks,
sometimes separated into two groups by the intrusion of a raira, grey
shark or a Napoleon fish.

FAKARAVA

Classified as a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO, Fakarava is a model
of nature reconciled with human development. During the breeding
season, from mid-June to the beginning of July, one can observe very
large gatherings of mottled loaches. These magical moments are
awaited by many divers around the world.
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LANDS

In the second of two parts,
we take you on a whistlestop
tour around the rich and varied
diving regions of the
islands of Tahiti
Photographs by Grégory Lecoeur, Jim Winter,
Bernard Beaussier, Frédérique Legrand,
and Grégoire Le Bacon

Manta rays are covered in a
mucous film that protects them
from harmful bacteria, and if it gets
removed it can leave the ray open
to illness and damage their immune
system. This is why it’s a big
no-no to touch mantas
in the wild.

One of the most-abundant
marine biodiversity in the world, a
concentration of emotions in this atoll,
recognized as one of the best places for
exceptional underwater encounters
WWW.SCUBADIVERMAG.COM.AU
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Aerial view shows the
stunning clarity of
the water

Tahiti is the largest island in
French Polynesia, the South Pacific
archipelago covering 403 square
miles (1,043 square km). Shaped like
a figure-8, it’s divided into Tahiti
Nui (the larger, western section)
and Tahiti Iti (the eastern
peninsula).

Stingray fly-past

Napoleon wrasse

Sharks school
above grouper on
the reef

Top Dive Sites
GARUAE PASS - The largest in the Islands of Tahiti. The
show is always guaranteed whatever the time of year
Barracuda, loaches, grouper and rays live there with a
greater concentration during the full moon.
TETAMANU PASS - Often presented as the largest
concentration of grey sharks in the world, the Tetamanu
pass, or Tumakohua pass, offers an unforgettable spectacle
in depths of 10m to 30m.

TIKEHAU

Famous for its landscapes and the beauty of its passes.
Tikehau is considered as the atoll with the largest
concentration of fish throughout the Tuamotu. The only pass
of the island is the gathering place for pelagic species and
promises to offer you beautiful encounters.
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Sharks on the
prowl

Bottlenose
dolphin

Turtle

Expect vast shoals
of fish

Boat pick up from
a villa

This atoll, with its unique
pass, offers beautiful and easy
dives, accessible to all with the
fauna of the Tuamotu

Topside is truly
stunning

Top Dive Sites
THE TUHEIVA PASS - Accessible for all levels. All the reef
fauna is represented: moray eels, Napoleon fish, barracuda
and tuna are frequent visitors. Almost every day, you will
meet a group of tapete (whitetip lagoon shark).
TEONAI - All the marine fauna of the Tuamotu Islands is
present in Teonai where you can find lionfish, moray eels,
Napoleons, surgeonfish, and whitetip lagoon sharks. The
richest period of the year for marine fauna is from October
to December.

MANIHI

This atoll, with its unique pass, offers beautiful and easy
dives, accessible to all with the fauna of the Tuamotu. Manta
rays are often present and the reproduction of grouper
offers an uncommon underwater spectacle at the June
solstice period.

WWW.SCUBADIVERMAG.COM.AU
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Top Dive Sites
THE TURIPAOA PASS - Depending on the tide and the
direction of the current, the dive can be done in any
direction: in, out and even across!
THE CIRQUE - At the entrance of the pass, the water is
sometimes rough and not very clear. The current can be
strong, but it is here that the manta rays offer their majestic
ballet to a few privileged divers.

HIVA OA

The plankton-rich waters of the Marquesas Islands are almost
primitive in appearance and attract some of the most unique
species you will encounter in the Island of Tahti. Electra
dolphins, scalloped hammerheads, and some caves are
literally filled with stingrays. In Hiva Oa, let yourself escape
out of time. The island’s seabed offers beautiful underwater
explorations. You will be able to observe a remarkable fauna
and moving archaeological underwater remains.
Top Dive Sites
LE RABOT - For trained divers. The caves are home to
numerous moray eels some of which are smaller than the
Javanese and are very colourful. The nudibranchs will dazzle
you with their flamboyant colours.
KUI POINT - A dive during which you will fly over cavities with a
remarkable abundance of seashells, scorpionfish, and grouper.
But the highlight of the show is provided by the manta.

Aggregation
of grouper

You will be able to observe
a remarkable fauna and moving
archaeological underwater
remains
Tranquil scenes
topside

Austral Islands
TUBUAI

The only diving centre on the island offers tailor-made
trips to various sites – drop-offs, coral gardens, small
caves, canyons, fish refuges, pass, etc. Between July and
November, you can observe humpback whales that come to
give birth.
Turtle cruising
along the reef
Whaleshark

Top Dive Sites
LOU GOBI - The site is located on the left side of the pass
and there are more than 30 species of corals at the bottom
of this varied landscape where you will enjoy taking the time
to observe a fertile underwater world.
FABULOUS DROP-OFF - Everything is said! The top of
the drop off is 8m below the surface and the bottom
is... bottomless! At 20m you will find the entrance to a
mysterious and enchanting cave.

In Summary

Diving the Islands of Tahiti is like diving in a documentary,
such is the wealth of marine life on offer, and the topside
scenery is not bad either! n
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Surround yourself in an
ocean of beauty while diving
in The Islands of Tahiti. Here
you’ll dive in the presence
of deep-sea giants such
as sharks, rays, turtles and
dolphins.
Our waters are teeming with
life where each dive brings a
new treasure to uncover and
a new story for you to share.

DIVING.TAHITITOURISME.COM.AU

Just look to the north in the multi-use
marine protected site of Tun Mustapha Park,
where a group of women have banded
together to work through LA’NU, a
registered entity that produces
soap from used cooking oil

Clownfish are not great swimmers.
They mostly hide in anemones, and
when they do venture out, their
swimming patterns are very erratic.
They eat dead anemone tentacles,
plankton, molluscs, zooplankton,
phytoplankton, small
crustaceans and
various algae.
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H

ave you, like many around the world, started
tapping away at your laptop for places to
visit, relieved that some sense of normalcy to
international travel has resumed and dreaming
of finally taking that trip you started planning years ago?
Do you key in terms like ‘island getaways’, ‘dive sites’ and
‘marine life’ into Google, or do a search on Instagram using
the hashtags #beach, #ocean and #nature?
If so, don’t forget to add this tag to your list - Sabah. With
4,500km of coastline (inclusive of islands and lagoons),
Sabah has much to offer with its pristine beaches and
enchanting underwater life. But as a global citizen affected
by the prevailing impacts of climate change, you need to
ask yourself - and this is our last question, I promise - how
do my travel plans impact the ocean? And then,
you have a choice to make.
As Ocean Day approaches,
we urge you to dig deeper
as you make plans
on where to go and
what to do. Be a
responsible traveller.
Learn about the
communities whose

As Ocean Day approaches, we present
a travellers’ guide to protecting
Sabah’s seas and reefs
Photographs by MERC, Reef Check Malaysia, Norcy
BeautyLab, Roziah Jalalid/WAPO, Green Semporna, Robin
Philippo/TRACC Borneo, Achier Chung/Reef Guardian
and Gavin Jolis/WWF-Malaysia
lives are so intricately woven with the resources of our seas.
Understand why making harsh judgements about the way
they put food on their tables does nothing to bring solutions
that protect our precious marine life, and then find out
what does. Lend a hand in preserving both our rich marine
biodiversity and the intangible aspects of Sabah’s culture,
all while ticking items off your must-see list of ocean species
and marine animals. Here’s a short list to get you started.

Restore giant clams, restore the reefs

A visit to Tunku Abdul Rahman Park gives you the perfect
chance to get your feet wet if you’re not planning to venture
far from Sabah’s capital. TARP is a cluster of
islands that dot the waters off the mainland
of Kota Kinabalu and on its largest - Gaya
Island - is MERC, the Marine Ecology
Research Centre.
An award-winning environmental education
site, visitors to the centre can participate
in an hour-long guided tour, or spend
a full day with a marine biologist,
learning firsthand about producing
and restoring giant clams, and
understanding their ecological
significance to our reefs.

Sabah is a Malaysian state occupying
the northern part of the island of
Borneo. It’s famed for its 4,095-metretall Mount Kinabalu, the country’s
highest peak, crowned with distinctive
granite spires. Sabah is also known
for its beaches, rainforest, coral
reefs and abundant wildlife,
much of it within parks
and reserves.
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Diver checking out
the reef

Sign up as an EcoDiver

Although it’s a bit of a journey to Mantanani (an hour and
a half by car from Kota Kinabalu, followed by another
hour by boat), its pristine turquoise waters and stunning
natural beauty makes it well worth the trip. Tourism grew
rampantly on the island and while this opened up additional
opportunities for its inhabitants to earn an income, the
need for initiatives integrating tourism, conservation and
community development became extremely apparent.
Reef Check Malaysia’s projects on Mantanani aim to
enhance community livelihoods through capacity building
and skills training, improve their wellbeing through waste
management, and create awareness on the benefits of
preserving the reefs.

Support women’s efforts in product diversification

In many parts of the world, women play a critical role in
managing natural resources and the same rings true of
island communities in Sabah. Just look to the north in the
multi-use marine protected site of Tun Mustapha Park,
where a group of women have banded together to work
through LA’NU, a registered entity that produces soap from
used cooking oil. Not only are they supplementing their
primary source of income, thus reducing their dependence
on income from fish, these women are also channelling a
percentage of their profits towards conservation activities
run by their communities.
Similarly, off Semporna, the small town on the
southeastern coast of Sabah known as the gateway to dive
haven in Sabah, members of Women of Omadal (WAPO)
strive to improve their income security, while promoting
environmental awareness and protection. The association

Turtle chilling out
under an overhang

Located just 20 minutes from the internationally-known Sipadan
Island is Mabul, a dive destination that attracts both international and
local divers intrigued by rare and unique macro critters
Vibrant sponges
and soft corals
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was registered in 2012 with support from WWF-Malaysia
and till today, members continue to actively produce and
promote handicraft, having revived weaving traditions using
leaves from the pandanus palm, and exploring new designs
and products to broaden their handicraft offerings. WAPO
also has a dedicated unit that patrols the beaches of Omadal
Island to deter turtle poaching activities.
Located just 20 minutes from the internationally-known
Sipadan Island is Mabul, a dive destination that attracts both
international and local divers intrigued by rare and unique
macro critters. Unfortunately, the high number of tourists
drawn to its shores and waters put ecological pressure on
the island, making it crucial to increase the island’s resilience
towards the ever growing demand on its resources and
climate change.
Recognising this, Green Semporna was created as a
platform to empower the youth and local community to
engage in a range of environmental conservation initiatives.
Volunteers actively rehabilitate corals, improve their
leadership skills through training, learn the art of film-
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Works with
different browsers

Find news, ideas, opinion and more for
every curious mind.
Subscribe to the joy of print.
Google ‘Scuba Diver subscription’

Local fishing craft

Signs of human settlements on the
Malay peninsula date back more
than 40,000 years.

making to share their community stories, seek solutions to
Mabul’s water shortage issues, and more!

Restore coral reefs off Semporna

You might also be interested
to know that close to SIMCA is
Turtle Islands Park, a marine park
gazetted in 1977

Approximately 30 kilometres northeast of Semporna is
Pom Pom Island, the base for the Tropical Research And
Conservation Centre, or TRACC, an organisation dedicated
to protecting sea turtles and restoring damaged coral reefs.
Programmes run by TRACC range from two weeks to over
four months and can include activities such as creating
artificial reefs to restore ecological functionality, conducting
scientific research and surveys to gain a holistic view of the
marine environment, removing crown-of-thorns starfish to
allow damaged reefs to survive and grow, and much more. A
stellar programme if you’re keen on actively restoring reefs,
and if you’re not yet a certified diver, TRACC offers PADI
courses to get you going.

Visit a Marine Protected Area

Massive shoals of
fish are common
Get hand’s on
with projects

Last, but not least, is Sugud Islands Marine Conservation
Area, a site on the east coast of Sabah comprising the
islands of Lankayan, Billean and Tegapil. SIMCA is privately
managed by Reef Guardian, whose ultimate aim is to
balance the needs of tourism and conservation. Dedicated
teams monitor turtle nesting activities, promote turtle
conservation awareness amongst its visitors and carry out
reef surveys to monitor the health of the reefs. In addition,
the enforcement of fishing restrictions allow fish populations
to thrive, both within and beyond the boundaries of the
conservation area.
You might also be interested to know that close to SIMCA
is Turtle Islands Park, a marine park gazetted in 1977. Visitors
to Selingan Island, one of the three islands that form the
park, are fortunate to see turtles nesting on a daily basis and
have the opportunity to participate in their Turtle Adoption
Programme.

In summary

It’s in your hands. No action is too small. No effort goes
unappreciated. Adapting the age-old saying, apart from your
footprints, we invite you to leave a positive impact on our
reefs. And no, we’re not suggesting that you step on our
corals! See you in Sabah. n
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Dive in paradise,

MALAYSIA

Perhentian Islands, Terengganu

We chat with underwater cameraman, independent film-maker and musician Nays Baghai
about his water-themed works and award-winning documentary films
Photographs courtesy of Nays Baghai

N

otable 20th-century jazz bassist and composer
Charles Mingus said: “Making the simple
complicated is commonplace. Making the
complicated simple - that’s creativity.” It’s a
quote that resonates deeply with underwater cameraman,
independent film-maker and musician Nays Baghai, who
might best be described as a ‘hybrid incarnate’.
His impressive body of water-themed work makes difficult
and complex journeys accessible through his award-winning
documentary short and feature-length films.
Born in Toronto to parents of Persian heritage, Nays was
certified in scuba diving and freediving as a teenager. Based
in Sydney, he has also recently ventured into rebreather
diving to enable longer bottom times for filming in deeper,
overhead sites and for silence when filming larger animals.
He cites The Blue Planet as the catalyst behind not only his
love for rebreathers, but his passion for filming underwater
as a whole.
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Nays writes, directs and edits films that explore the
challenges and triumphs of real-life characters, particularly
telling stories of experienced divers in extreme
environments.He’s an accomplished underwater
cinematographer and photographer, graphic designer and
videographer with an extensive premium client list, including
Rolex, Tourism Australia, Sony, Telstra, Cressi and SBS.
A graduate of Australia’s national film school AFTRS, Nays
runs his own film company, Running Cloud Productions,
which is founded on the principles of depth, independence
and precision. A master of multi-modalities, there’s an
intrinsic interplay between Nays’ film-making, diving and
musicality. The yin-yang interplay between still photography
and cinematography is stylistically distinctive in Nays’ films,
where many of the sequences have the resonance and
potency of fine art stills.
After a decade of playing in various ensembles and
learning over a dozen instruments, Nays now switches
between piano, guitar and bass for two hours each day,
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Nays tells stories of people
navigating significant mental
and physical challenges while
simultaneously embracing
production challenges as an
integral part of the film-making
process

essentially as a form of ‘flow state’ mediation: “The bass is
my favourite because it’s the bridge between the rhythm and
the harmony. You are pretty much in charge of the music, but
you’re not flashy and up at the front. It’s emblematic of what
I like to do in my professional life. I like being in control and
driving things, but I don’t like showing off. I like being in the
background, subtly laying the groundwork.”
Nays’ award-winning directorial debut, Descent,
premiered at the Sydney Film Festival. He received the
2020 Documentary Australia Foundation Award for Best
Australian Documentary (along with a $10,000 prize and
Academy Award eligibility), adding to an impressive list of 20
prior awards for short film projects.
The 65-minute film feels more cinematic than a typical
documentary, delivering a psychological portrait of Kiki
Bosch, who freedives in icy water and beneath the ice
without a wetsuit. In part, her cold-water diving is a form of
therapy in the aftermath of sexual assault.
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“Whenever I’m looking to develop a story, the first question
I ask is, ‘What motivates someone to do what they do?’ In
the diving world, there are so many freedivers and tech
divers that go to mind-boggling extremes and push the limits
of human potential. That, to me, is the most fertile creative
ecosystem to investigate human psychology.”
In Descent, fresh and archival footage are woven
seamlessly to convey Kiki’s inner and physical journeys with
a fine balance of objectivity and empathy. “As a storyteller, I
like telling stories cleanly and to the point - without gratuity
or agenda. I try to be as lean and direct as I can.”
Nays tells stories of people navigating significant mental
and physical challenges while simultaneously embracing
production challenges as an integral part of the film-making
process. “We navigated all sorts of challenges during the
17 months it took to bring Descent to life. Without doubt,
the most logistically complex, demanding location was New
Zealand. We had to contend with 10°C degree waters and a
dense halocline with variable visibility.
“That alone is challenging, but adding waves, limited dive
times and having to film at 15m deep increases the difficulty
tenfold. Without the luxury of wireless communications, my
job as a director required me to dive up and down in that
water column many times a day. That definitely wreaked
havoc on my sinuses and stamina. Because I only had a
5mm open cell wetsuit, I was borderline hypothermic by the
end of the shoot.”

Due to Covid restrictions at the time of release, the only
opportunity Nays had to view Descent with a live audience
came nearly a year later, during a charity screening for
survivors of rape and domestic violence who reacted
positively to the film’s treatment of the sensitive subject
matter: “Making Descent taught me the value of telling stories
that are timeless because of how they touch on universal
themes. You have to ask yourself - if someone watched my
film 1,000 years from now, would it still hold up then?”
Nay’s current feature documentary project is titled Jill
Heinerth: Room To Breathe, and is slated for a September
2023 release. This film tells the life story of the author of
the bestseller, Into the Planet: My Life as a Cave Diver.
Nays enrolled in a cave-diving course specifically for this
production: “It’s the most fun I have ever had on a project, in
both the diving and film world so far”.
To learn more about Nays and his projects, check out his
website at naysbaghai.com, or his Instagram profile
@naysbaghai. n
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Southern blue-ringed octopus

A

ll cephalopods use venom in their bites to
subdue prey. Most squid, cuttlefish and
octopus venom is so weak it is ineffectual
against humans, except for the blue-ringed
octopus family, which has some of the most toxic venom
on the planet!
The blue-ring octopus family contains four members,
three of which are found in Australian waters. In our
tropical waters, the greater blue-ringed octopus
(Hapalochlaena lunulata) is rarely seen. While off
New South Wales, the endemic blue-lined octopus
(Hapalochlaena fasciata) is seen by divers in estuaries
like Port Stephens and Sydney Harbour. The third species
is the most common and wide-spread in southern
temperate waters, and is called the southern blue-ringed
octopus (Hapalochlaena maculosa).
This endemic species is the largest member of the
family, growing to 20cm in length, about 5cm longer than
its cousins. The southern blue-ringed octopus is found off
Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and southern Western
Australia. They seem to have a preference for shallow
water with seagrass, often in calm bays and under jetties.
These small octopus spend the day hidden away under
rocks or debris, but will also burrow into the sand. At
night they emerge to feed on prey - small crabs, shrimps
and fish, and this is why their highly toxic venom evolved.
When feeding, the octopus grabs its prey with its arms,
then bites its victim to inject the venom. This then kills
or paralyses its prey so it can be safely eaten. However,
researchers discovered that southern blue-ringed octopus
also use their venom another way to subdue prey, by
releasing it as a cloud into the water. This deadly cloud
surrounds the prey and paralyses it, meaning the octopus
can tackle prey with little risk to itself from claws or
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jaws. Unfortunately for humans, this venom is a deadly
neurotoxin, with no antivenom. However, these little octopus
are very docile and non-aggressive, and if you don’t touch
them there is little chance of ever getting bitten.
Southern blue-ringed octopus live fast and die young,
with a life span of around seven months. They mature
quickly and once they reach four months of age they
start looking for a mate. Watching the mating behaviour
of southern blue-ringed octopus is a special experience,
as once the female has found a male she likes, he jumps
onto her head. Most octopus have long arms, and mating
can take place at a distance. However, southern blueringed octopus have such short arms that the male needs
to be very close in order to deliver a package of sperm
from a modified arm.
The female will actually mate with several males, and
store the sperm until she is ready to lay her eggs, which
she then carries around with her until they hatch. Unlike
other cephalopods, the young have no planktonic larval
stage, so generally stay in the same area as their parents.
The poor female dies soon after her eggs hatch, having
done her best to ensure her young have the best chance
of survival. The best place to see southern blue-ringed
octopus is under the many jetties and piers in southern
Australia. I have seen them in Port Phillip Bay under
Blairgowrie, Mornington and Rye Pier, and also under
Edithburgh Jetty in South Australia. While they are mostly
seen at night, they can also occasionally be seen by day.
At night you will see southern blue-ringed octopus slowly
creeping across the bottom on the hunt for prey. They
are easy to observe and photograph, but you don’t often
see them flash those bright blue-rings unless they are
stressed or excited. These wonderful little octopus are
another unique Aussie critter. n
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Nigel Marsh

Nigel Marsh is an Australian underwater
photographer, photojournalist and a buddying
marine naturalist. He has a great love of all
marine life, no matter how big or how small. He
is the author of several dive guides and natural
history books, teaches underwater photography
and also leads special photography group tours.
Visit his website for more information:
www.nigelmarshphotography.com

WWW.SCUBADIVERMAG.COM.AU

47

SUUNTO EON STEEL BLACK

Explore like never before.

Mustard’s
MASTERCLASS

Wide-angle photography is traditionally discussed as a single technique, but Alex Mustard
has always maintained that the lens on your camera doesn’t constrain you to one type of
photography that comes neatly with a single bag of tips and tricks, as he explains
Photographs by Alex Mustard

W

ith a wide-angle lens we can shoot
up-close, great scenes, split levels,
available light, big animals, remote
strobes, the list goes on. Each discipline
requires different settings, different compositions,
different lighting and more. And that is before we
come on to the specific approaches required for
various types of marine life, or wrecks, or divers...
Therefore, key to successful wide-angle
photography is to be aware which flavour of wide
angle we’re tucking into, which puts you on course
for making a host of good decisions and, ultimately,
quality images.
While there are lots of options for wide angle, the two
techniques that we return to time and again are Close
Focus Wide Angle (CFWA) and Big Scene Wide Angle.
We will cover both in detail in the next two issues, but
this month I will highlight the key lighting differences.
Understanding how the two differ helps greatly to know
what to change when switching between them. But first
I need to run through some of the core advice for all
sumptuous underwater wide shots.
Underwater, most of the time, wider is better. The
more our lens sees, the bigger the scene we can
shoot, from as close as possible. It has long been
said that underwater photography would be easy
if it wasn’t for the water. Well, an ultra-wide fisheye
lens is the best way of getting rid of as much water
as possible. These lenses make the subject look
further away which makes the water look clearer,
records sharper details and helps us get more light
on the subject, giving better colours. However, this
characteristic means that wide-angle compositions
need strong subjects, so that our pictures don’t
just feel like backgrounds. The distortion of fisheye
lenses is problematic on land, bending straight lines,
but is advantageous underwater. The characteristic
barrel distortion emphasises the central oval area
of the frame, making our main subject loom towards
the camera, creating an almost 3D image. At the

same time, the fisheye makes the edges of the
picture recede, creating depth and separation in our
composition. This dovetails perfectly with how our
strobe light works, which can easily illuminate this
foreground, but will fall away quickly. Finally, and
without boring you with optical equations, fisheyes just
work better behind dome ports than other wide angles.
The ‘but’ is that wider lenses are harder to work
with. Fisheyes demand that our strobes must be able
to evenly illuminate a large area. And that we must
be able to balance the ambient light with the artificial.
Strobes are controlled by power settings, sunlight is
tamed with shutter speed and both will be brightened
and darkened by ISO and aperture changes. Creating
even illumination from strobes is particularly tricky
when we’re close and using a wide lens, making
strobe positioning and powers critical. Finally, the
wide view also means we are more at the whim of sea
conditions, and when light is not ideal we may have
adjust our compositions. Other wide-angle lenses
are available, of course, and they all have important
roles. But if you don’t regularly shoot with a fisheye
underwater (I never use one on land) then you are
holding your photography back!
Stunning photos demand a specific quality of
light and underwater our flashes provide our main
lighting. Typically, we are striving for a naturalistic
feel - we need strobes to bring out the colours in our
subjects without creating fried hotspots and big unlit
shadows. The best way to get even lighting is to use
two strobes, add diffusers and pull them back, so the
light has time to soften and spread. Forgetting that last
factor is the one that most often holds back the quality
of lighting. From this point the lighting demands of
CFWA and Big Scene Wide Angle diverge, and we set
ourselves up much better for success if we stop and
consider which type of shot we’re taking.
For Big Scene shooting our strobes need to be out
wide and carefully positioned, pointing forward. The
wide strobe arms minimise backscatter, while aiming

Big scenes mean high
power strobes on
long arms

There is not just one type of
wide-angle photography

Fisheye lenses shoot vistas
from as close as possible

ensures we don’t waste light. They will be on high
power and usually on the same power, or just click
or two different. This is because both strobes are
a relatively long distance from the subject, so will
both give a similar amount of light. With a super
wide lens we will still be pretty close to the subject,
but beyond touching distance. Big scene shooting
demands good visibility, and can be easier when
it is not too bright underwater and we don’t work
against the light, as it easier to balance the ambient
light level with our flashes.
Despite using the same lens, CFWA is very
different. Strobes are pulled in close to the housing,
so that they light the main subject and don’t end
up going behind it. As we are now close, within
touching distance of the subject (don’t touch it!)
backscatter is not a big issue, even in murky water.
Our flashes are on lower power, because of the
close distance. It is highly likely that the strobes will
have to be on quite different powers to achieve
even light across the subject, because one is likely
to be much closer to the subject than the other.
This is why TTL doesn’t work well.
These very different requirements, just in terms
of lighting, are a reminder that one size does not
fit all in wide angle photography. It is part of what
makes is so rewarding to master. Next month we
will climb into CFWA in detail. n

CFWA is suitable
for poor visibility
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MISTAKES AND

I

BAD DECISIONS

was on a trip to Tulamben (a small fishing village on the
north-east coast of Bali) to dive the Liberty wreck for
three days. The first day was recreational dives followed
by two days of technical diving. I had a cold and sinusitis
leading up to the trip, but they had cleared up four days
before my departure.
Weather conditions were terrible on the first day. A storm
set in, and we had to abandon the third of our planned
dives. On the second morning, we headed to the Liberty. I
did a leisurely swim before the dive to stretch my muscles.
The dives were uneventful, and that night I had a quiet
dinner and retired early. Unfortunately, the power went out
early, and I didn’t sleep well since it was hot and muggy.
The following day I woke up feeling sore and sleepy. I did
a quick yoga session to ease my sore hips and shoulders.
There wasn’t much to see on the first dive that day.
Before entering the water on our second dive, I had a
slight headache and saw shimmering lights. I thought I could
fix it by eating something, so I had an energy gel before
proceeding with the dive. I’m used to pushing through pain
and discomfort on long-distance swims, but I should not
have had the same attitude about a dive.
During the descent I felt a slight pain in my left ear,
but I wasn’t alarmed since I usually have some difficulty
equalising. I can generally equalise by swallowing, but I had
to use the Valsalva manoeuvre. When we reached about
30m, I noticed the downcurrent suddenly increasing. It
pushed us down to 39m, where it turned vicious. I managed
to hold on to a rock, but the current didn’t subside, so I
kicked my way back to about 35m, where my dive guide
was also holding a rock. The current was much stronger
than I thought. Exhausted from the short time it took me to
get back, I was panting heavily, and my head was reeling.
We spent ten minutes at 30m before heading to our
decompression stop. Instead of staying still, I gently finned
my way back to the shallows at 6m. I was tired and wanted
to end my decompression as close as possible to the egress
point, which I now realise was a mistake.

During the descent I felt a slight
pain in my left ear, but I wasn’t
alarmed since I usually have some
difficulty equalising
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Back on the surface, the first thing I noticed was my difficulty
breathing. It felt as if a tight belt was strapped across my
chest. After a few minutes I started feeling dizzy; when the
shimmering lights returned, I knew I was in trouble. I told my
dive guide how I was feeling. He asked me to sip water and
rest, but when my right arm started tingling and I had trouble
clenching that fist, I knew I had decompression sickness
(DCS). The dive guide had me lie down in the van and
breathe oxygen from a demand valve. My arm felt normal
within a few minutes, but I soon developed severe vertigo
and had to stop. Every time I turned my head to the left, I felt
a huge rush of nausea.
My guide called the dive shop and asked them to call
DAN, who recommended immediate treatment. I am very
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I am very grateful for DAN’s advice, because my guide dropped
everything to take me to the hospital. By the time we got there I could not
sit up without assistance due to vertigo
grateful for DAN’s advice, because my guide dropped
everything to take me to the hospital. By the time we got
there I could not sit up without assistance due to vertigo.
The nurses whisked me away to the emergency room and
put me on an IV and oxygen. I vaguely remember having an
X-ray and being moved to a private room.
It is a testament to DAN’s efficiency and reputation that
the hospital didn’t once bother me about payment. I was
on oxygen all night with occasional breaks for air since the
hyperbaric doctor wouldn’t be there until the morning. The
first thing she did was tell me I would be just fine. What a
relief! On the first day I had a Navy Table 6 treatment, after
which I could walk unsupported but was still unsteady. I had
two more treatments, and although my DCS resolved, the
doctor advised me not to fly for a week, so I stayed in Bali
to recover.
If DAN hadn’t stepped in, I don’t know if I would have
gone to the hospital that night, and I would have struggled
to arrange to get the money for the hyperbaric chamber
treatments in time. Three months after my incident, I have
no lingering symptoms in my arm and have been exercising
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regularly in the gym and sometimes swimming. I still have
an occasional bout of vertigo, but it’s just light-headedness
more than actual dizziness.
The doctors say it can take up to six months for the innerear damage to heal. Considering everything, I was lucky
to get off easy. Things could have been much worse had I
not been immediately given oxygen after the first onset of
symptoms and if DAN hadn’t been involved to ensure I was
in the chamber as soon as possible. Otherwise, I might have
ended up with permanent damage.
I am very grateful to the dive shop and DAN for their
quick action to get me the treatment I needed.
World.DAN.org

World.DAN.org

For an extensive range of diving health and safety
information and downloadable resources, research
studies, incident summaries, and free e-Learning courses,
take the time to explore DAN World’s new website.
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one of the three
sites I dived up to this
stage prepared me for
the breath-taking experience
of Kilsby’s Sinkhole - considered one of
the most-spectacular dives in the world.
Situated on a sheep farm owned by four
generations of the Kilsby’s family, the dive in
gin-clear water surrounded by beautiful limestone
structures falling down to at least 60m is one of the mostextraordinary dives I’ve done. Kilsby’s Sinkhole is popular
with snorkellers, freedivers, and scuba divers. All certified
divers from Open Water are able to dive in the shallower
section with an experienced guide or operator, while
those with the appropriate qualifications can go deeper
for a more adventurous experience.
My scheduled dive was in the mid-morning - just
before a shaft of sunlight appears over the sinkhole,
forming a light beam which penetrates the water
column down to the bottom. Summer time is the
best time to experience the light beam, and I’m
already planning to go back next summer at a
better planned time of day for the experience.
The Kilsby family also offers gin-tasting tours
(with the water for the gin taken from the aquifer
feeding the sinkhole) and will also soon offer onsite accommodation. Another sinkhole in Mount
Gambier with an extraordinary lightbeam is the
Shaft - the deepest and darkest sinkhole in the region,
and the most adventurous dive at the Basic Cave level.
The Shaft is quite literally just a small hole of only a
metre across in the middle of a cow paddock (Hot Tip: A
pair of gumboots is one of the best pieces of kit to conquer
the cows’ ‘landmines’). It’s what lies at the bottom of that hole
which makes this one of the most-incredible dives in the world.
Using a pulley system, diving gear is lowered about ten metres
down the hole into a small underwater lake. Divers are then also
lowered down, get into their dive gear on the surface of the lake and
then descend into an underground space as big as a football field.
You are limited to a depth of 40m without special permission, and while
the depth of the sinkhole is given at about 120m, it does go further and

Mount Gambier is the second
most populated city in South
Australia, with an estimated
urban population
of 29,639.

My scheduled dive was in the mid-morning
- just before a shaft of sunlight appears over
the sinkhole, forming a light beam which
penetrates the water column down to the
bottom. Summer time is the best time
to experience the light beam
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We design, manufacture and retail scuba and rebreather equipment. We have fully equipped test
and certification labs, and can pressure test large items in our vacuum chambers, as well as run fully
automated leak test and dive simulations down to 400m. Our EMC and EMF lab is filled with state-ofthe-art equipment for testing electromagnetic compatibility and electromagnetic fields. We also have
a large in-house laser for cutting and engraving on plastics and metals. www.narkedat90.com

PART two

Mount Gambier - world-class deep cavern and cave diving,
gourmet paddock-to-plate cuisine, weekend accessibility
from both Adelaide and Melbourne, and an
inclusive, fun community of cave divers,
as Kerrie Burow explains
Photographs by Kerrie Burow
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Ewans Ponds Conservation
Park is a series of three main
shallow sinkholes fed by springs
with crystal-clear water. It’s
possible to drift from one end of
the springs to the other
Prepping in a
pick-up
Water clarity can
be exceptional

is not fully explored. Like Kilsby’s, the beam of light
which penetrates down the hole when the summer
sun passes overhead results in some spectacular
experiences and photography. Some call it the
closest they’ve ever felt to diving in outer space!
Finally, for stand out cavern diving, is Piccaninnie
Ponds. I was expecting a similar experience to
Ewans Ponds, also just outside Mount Gambier.
Ewans Ponds Conservation Park is a series of three
main shallow sinkholes fed by springs with crystalclear water. It’s possible to drift from one end of the
springs to the other. Piccaninnie Ponds, however,
also includes two deeper sections - the Chasm and
the Cathedral. The Cathedral is a rollercoaster of
twisty, turny limestone chimneys which wind down to
a depth of 35m. Although we only had very average
visibility on our dive, the experience itself was
unforgettable. These are just a sampling of the Basic
Cave rated sites on the Limestone Coast.
Inside one of the
cave systems

For those who continue their training, the CDAA cave-level
and advanced-cave level diving continues the underground
adventures. Popular cave-rated sites include Allendale East
Cave, Engelbrecht’s Cave - East underneath the city, Fossil
Cave, Nettlebed, and The Pines. The stand out advanced
cave site is Tank Cave, a 7km underground maze of passages
considered one of the best cave diving systems in the world.

Where to Stay

The accommodation options in Mount Gambier are as varied as
you would expect in a small city, from camping on unpowered
sites, hotels, Airbnbs to five-star accommodation. There are a
few options targeted more to visiting cave divers.
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When it comes to a diver’s body positioning
during a safety stop, there have been no
conclusive studies suggesting a vertical or
horizontal position is better than the other.
In a prone position, your entire body is at
the desired stop depth and exposed to
equal ambient pressure.

I’ve been staying at The Habitat #99 (fondly referred to
as the Habby), not far from the city centre and built over
Engelbrecht’s Cave. The Habby provides single, double, and
dorm-style accommodation with shared kitchen and lounge
in a comfortable, homey environment as well as plenty of
parking, a dry room for drysuits and a tool/gear/photography
room. Then there’s Pine Tank Divers Lodge, a Bed and
Breakfast style option in Glencoe - a 30km drive from Mount
Gambier, which also provides gas fills. Just-a-Bed Lodge, just
on the city’s outskirts, is another shared accommodation for
cave divers. The dive shop associated with it also does tank
rentals, overnight gas fills and hydro testing.

Let’s talk about the food!

One of the biggest surprises for me was how good the
food in the Mount Gambier region is - which shouldn’t have
surprised me at all as the area is covered with rich farmland
irrigated by the sinkholes.
The Habby lists a number of popular restaurants and
cafes on a blackboard in the common area, and I’ve been
making my way down the list during my stays. Favourites so
far include The Barn, Natural Born Grillers, Cafe Belgiorno,
Macs Hotel, the potato cakes (or potato scallops, if you’re a
northerner) at the Allendale East General Store, ice cream at
Badenoch’s Deli and the scrolls at ScRoll Queen. Expect your
drysuit to fit a bit more snuggly after your cave diving trip!
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For those who continue their
training, the CDAA cave-level
and advanced-cave level diving
continues the underground
adventures. Popular cave-rated
sites include Allendale East
Cave, Engelbrecht’s Cave - East
underneath the city, Fossil Cave,
Nettlebed, and The Pines
In Summary

Was it worth doing a CDAA Basic Cave course in order to
access these sinkholes?
Absolutely! I’ve now experienced some of the best
diving in Australia, had my mind opened about a part of the
country which I thought was too far away from Sydney to
really bother with, trained with people who’ve now become
friends, and it’s whet my appetite for more.
If you love adventurous diving, and you’re not considering
Mount Gambier, you’re really missing out on some
extraordinary experiences! n
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A CITY FULL OF HIDDEN
SURPRISES
A city perfectly in tune with the ocean; there’s more to Sydney than surface
appearances suggest. Dive in a bit deeper and you will find Sydney
has it all, from seadragons to sharks, pufferfish to penguins,
as Jayne Jenkins explains
Photographs by Jayne Jenkins
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S

ydney, in my humble opinion, is Australia’s, if not
the world’s, most breath-taking city both above
and below the ocean. What other city has such a
stunning harbour with two famous landmarks, the
Sydney Harbour Bridge and Sydney Opera House?
The past 24 months have been a
difficult time for everyone with COVID
causing lockdowns and governments
closing state borders. COVID has not
been alone in causing problems. This
year Sydney, like most of the eastern
coast of Australia, has received an
unprecedented amount of rain over the
past six months, with 2022 currently
the wettest year on record.
I feel very lucky that in Sydney, we
have been able to still enjoy our local
dive sites as exercise places, and our
marine life has survived the floods.
Only scuba divers, scientists,
freedivers and some intrepid
snorkellers and swimmers know the
secrets of the underwater realm around
Sydney harbour and its coastline.
Built around harbour foreshores
with more than 70km of magnificent
Pacific coastline and glorious beaches, Sydney offers an
outstanding variety of underwater attractions; and all of them
just minutes away from the commercial heart of Australia’s
largest and busiest city.

Sydney offers a range of diving unparalleled with any
other Australian city. Going for a quick dive in Sydney
is remarkably easy, with good dive shops close to most
dive sites for air fills and local knowledge briefs or even
guided dives – and inexpensive. I have been diving and
photographing in and around Sydney
Harbour for many years and have
always believed we have great and
accessible diving on our doorstep.
It’s been a challenge educating
people. It never ceases to astound me
how very few people have any idea of
what lies beneath the waters of Sydney
Harbour. The underwater world around
Sydney suits every level of experience
and interest; tropical species such as
ornate and robust ghost pipefish often
appear in the late summer months.
The EAC (for those that have not
seen Finding Nemo – the East Australian
Current) brings the warm summer
currents carrying them southward. But
it’s the temperate water life that is often
the most remarkable - giant cuttlefish,
some measuring a metre or more in
length, are commonplace, as are large
rays and sharks – including lethargic wobbegongs (a type of
carpet shark sometimes three or more metres in length). Port
Jackson sharks (named after Sydney Harbour) can be seen in
their hundreds lazing around on the sand.

Only scuba divers,
scientists, freedivers
and some intrepid
snorkellers and
swimmers know
the secrets of the
underwater realm
around Sydney
harbour

Weedy sea dragons are named for the weedlike growth on their bodies. This camouflage
hides them as they move among the seaweed
beds where they live. The weedy sea
dragon is the aquatic emblem for
the state of Victoria.
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Grey nurse sharks cruise the gutters, colourful leatherjackets,
seahorses, flute mouths, weedy seadragons, frogfish of many
varieties, porcupinefish, and large eastern blue grouper the list is endless and consists of many species only found
in Australian waters. Shore dives are plentiful and easily
accessible with good parking, and local boats take you
further offshore diving to the more-secluded areas.
Almost all the dive facilities either own or have on
permanent charter a dedicated dive boat. Boat pick-up areas
are numerous and cover most of the local Sydney coastline,
some venturing further south to the seal colonies. The
diving schedules are varied and mostly weather related and
generally you will find departures up to four times a week
(maybe more in the summer months). You can bring all your
own gear, or have just tanks and weights supplied, or full
hire equipment if required. The usual itinerary for the day is
to have one or two dives and generally a different site for
the second dive.
As the most boats are a good size and comfortable, diving
sites such as Long Reef, Magic Point, North Bondi and Old
Man’s Hat are easily accessible. For the more adventurous
and advanced divers, Sydney also offers many great wreck
dives and some stores specialise in technical dives.
You can choose your dives to be either led by
experienced crew, Divemaster/instructor or, if you prefer and
know the site, just go in your buddy pair. The skipper of the
vessel will decide on the day if the scheduled site is suitable
due to weather conditions and if not, will change to the best
site for the day’s conditions.
All crews are more than helpful sorting hire gear if
required, helping gear up, good briefings of the dive site and
safety rules of the vessel then getting you in the water with
an easy giant stride or backward roll entry.
On return there is always a crew member on the surface
to help get you out of the water safely and back to your seat.
Tanks are changed over to full ones and after the surface
interval, it is off to next dive site and repeat.
Some of my favourite boat and shore dives of the many
dive sites around Sydney are:
Port Jackson
shark
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Grey nurse sharks can reach a length of
three metres and like to cruise around
sandy bottoms and rocky caves, and
close to reefs and islands, to a
depth of at least 230m.

Blue-ringed
octopus

Cuttlefish
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wobbegong sharks, Port Jackson sharks, and giant cuttlefish
cruise and a local eastern blue devil fish also calls this site
home. If you swim to the sand line and along the kelp it is a
great area for spotting weedy seadragons.

Old Man’s Hat

Old Man’s Hat is probably one of Sydney’s prettiest northern
dive sites and one of my favourites for the second boat dive.
The site sits in the harbour entrance just under North Head.
The depth starts from about 8m to 23m - following boulders
and swim-throughs down to the sand line. The boulders are
covered in brightly coloured sea tulips, soft sponges, small
gorgonian fans, nudibranchs and often a resting place for
wobbegong sharks. It is also home to Port Jackson sharks,
cuttlefish and bull rays but the highlights here are the weedy
seadragons that live in the kelp along the sand line, I have
seen as many as seven on one dive. There is also one very
large crayfish that has been there for years and sometimes
you find her talking a stroll.

Clifton Gardens or Chowder Bay

On the north side of the Sydney harbour bridge just around
the point from Bradleys Head and Taronga Zoo, you will

Long Reef is probably Sydney’s ‘fishiest’ dive site by far. It is a dive site
for all levels of diver as the depth ranges from about 8m-30m
depending on where the boat anchors
Long Reef

Long Reef is probably Sydney’s ‘fishiest’ dive site by far. It
is a dive site for all levels of diver as the depth ranges from
about 8m-30m depending on where the boat anchors. My
favourite area is around the gutters where the grey nurse
sharks hang out. As you swim along the gutters the sun may
be blocked out by the amount of southern pomfrets swaying
back and forth by the hundreds. If you swim along the top of
the gutters, you can also see the grey nurse sharks cruising
up and down and heading to a bowl like area where you
can view and photograph them quite easily. After visiting
the sharks there is a great swim-through and an area with
overhangs where you can generally see an eastern blue
devil fish. During the dive it is possible to see wobbegong
sharks, Port Jackson sharks, giant cuttlefish, schools of
pomfrets and very friendly blue grouper, to name a few of
the species. I personally rate this site as one of Sydney’s
best in the Northern Beaches area.

Magic Point

Probably one of Sydney’s better-known sites south of
Sydney Heads. Magic Point is famous for grey nurse sharks
and these days as much fish life as Long Reef. The boats
generally anchor near a large ledge that drops from 7m to
about 16m forming a small cave which has been home to
grey nurse sharks for many years. To help recovery of the
grey nurse sharks, it was designated a protected area from
fishing. Best dived in small groups only and honour the
diver’s policy that no one goes into the cave. There are two
caves, so groups can split up. Swimming between the caves,
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Blue grouper

Morays on a jetty
support

come across Clifton Gardens (sometimes
called Chowder Bay). This is probably one
of Sydney’s easiest to navigate shore dives
being a jetty and netted pool and one of the
best night dives. Clifton Gardens is a muck
divers paradise and you do not dive there
for great visibility (it does happen sometimes
though). This is the site for spotting the
endangered White’s seahorse who have
made homes on the nets and jetty pylons.
Also, a great site for the many varied frog/
anglerfish, mourning cuttlefish, moray eels,
nudibranchs, octopus including blue rings
and pyjama squid. Clifton Gardens is where
the EAC brings the warm water topicals and
where you may see the ornate or robust
ghost pipefish. There is always something at
this dive site but just be careful of the fishing
lines from the fishermen on the pier.

The famed Sydney opera
house in the centre

Shelly Beach or Cabbage Tree Bay

On the Sydney’s Northern Beaches, close to Manly, is
Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve. It stretches from
the southern end of Manly Beach past the northern end
of Shelly Beach headland covering about 20 hectares.
With gearing up tables and showers it is a well set
up dive site. The site is easy to dive and can be dived
Eastern blue
devilfish

This is probably one of Sydney’s
easiest to navigate shore dives
being a jetty and netted pool and
one of the best night dives
on the right or left-hand side by just following the rocks. Local
dive shops run guided dives there and can show you the
highlights such as banjo rays, flatheads, weedy seadragons,
dusky whaler sharks, Port Jackson sharks, wobbegong sharks,
giant cuttlefish, turtles and friendly blue grouper.

Bare Island

Frogfish

Bare Island is located off La Perouse on the inside of the
northern entrance to Botany Bay. It is one of, if not, the most
popular dive sites near Sydney. Accessed from shore via a foot
bridge, the island has a variety of fantastic dive sites which are
protected from the ocean swell and accessible in most weather
conditions except in westerly winds.
It is also one of Sydney’s most-colourful shore dives with
sponges, corals and sea tulips covering the island’s walls,
rocky shelves and large boulders. Marine life is abundant,
with nudibranchs, sea stars, pygmy and mosaic leatherjackets,
red Indian fish, weedy seadragons, frogfish and if you have a
guide or good eyesight, pygmy pipehorses hiding out. Other
resident fish include moray eels, eastern blue grouper, and
wobbegongs, rays and Port Jackson sharks.

Conclusion

Although COVID and weather have been tough, I have enjoyed
rediscovering some of the great dive sites around Sydney.
It is great to see the fish life slowly improving as in the past
50 years, we’ve eaten 90% of the big fish in the world and
destroyed half the world’s coral reefs. Most people believe
marine life is transient, but much of the life in coastal locations
will live and stay close by for their entire lives. A blue grouper
may live in the same Sydney suburb for 30 years or more - it’s
time we got to know what creatures live beneath us and do
what we can to protect them. We are so lucky in Sydney with
so many sites to dive – these are just a few. n
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c o m b i n e pa r a d i s e
i s l a n d a n d l i v e a b oa r d
sa h au n g i s l a n d
ba n g ka
n o rt h s u l aw e s i

Barefoot luxury in
the heart of Indonesia

www.blue-bay-divers.de

Nigel Marsh is an Australian photojournalist, underwater photographer
and author. Working with New Holland publishers, Nigel has produced
a number of guide books for divers and snorkelers, and also a
series of children’s books with marine related themes.

Bunaken National
Marine Park

FOR BOOK ORDERS PLEASE CONTACT NEW HOLLAND PUBLISHERS

02 89864700 | orders@newholland.com.au
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Bangka Island is a small island
located just off the northeastern
tip of Sulawesi, Indonesia. Bangka
Island is known for its beautiful
unspoiled beaches and exotic dive
travel. There are four villages
at the seashore of the island
namely: Lihunu, Kahuku,
Libas and Ehe.
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After a few years focusing his diving around
Australia’s temperate waters, Nicolas Remy was
looking for a destination with vibrant tropical
gardens, the sort of colour festival which urges
you to grab a wide-angle lens and
take photos. Indonesia’s Bangka
Island came recommended as a
top-pick to quench his coral-thirst…
Photographs by Nicolas Remy

I saw more
macro species than
I can list in this article,
and most of the time I
was focused on wideangle photography, but
if macro is your thing,
you certainly can spend
a week diving in
Bangka and not
get bored
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B

Monster-sized
sponges

angka is the largest of three islands situated at the
tip of North Sulawesi - Bangka, Gangga and Talise.
The nearest international airport is in Manado,
from which you can reach Bangka within an hours’
drive and a 20-minute boat ride.
I stayed at Murex Bangka Resort, which is tucked in
between tropical trees, behind a white-sand beach which
boasts a healthy, shallow coral reef. My room was an
ocean-facing bungalow (they have hillside cottages too),
and I couldn’t get enough of the paradise postcard, which
unfolded whenever I opened my front door!
As an underwater photographer hauling lots of
equipment, the logistics around camera gear are always
the first thing on my mind for me. When I visited in June
2022, the resort had a small though convenient, camera
room located at the back of the restaurant and lounge area.
However, a brand-new camera room was under construction
with the new dive centre, it will cater for 20 image makers
when it completes in November 2022.
My days in Bangka would start with a double-tank dive
in the morning, followed by a return to the resort for lunch
and a third boat dive in the afternoon. Night dives could be
arranged too, either on the house reef or from a boat.
Being located at the southern tip of Bangka Island, the
resort offers easy access to four sites on the mainland
(Sulawesi), in addition to the 17 sites spread around Bangka
itself, plus seven sites on Gangga and Talise, so there is a
huge underwater playground to explore.
As a pleasant surprise, the seas around Bangka were
pretty calm and I didn’t have to use my Kwells pills! The
neighbouring islands offer a fairly good protection from ocean
swells, and I was told that the sea only gets choppier on the
northern side of Bangka, which is exposed the open ocean.
Finally, the dive guides are not only very knowledgeable
about the sites and local marine life, they also have
received photography training, with some being underwater
photographers themselves. As a result, my guide doubled
up as a talented model and a great photo assistant!

Wide-angle coral gardens

Like I mentioned above, my main motivation for visiting
Bangka was to photograph lush coral reefs and I have
been well served in these regards! With around 20 metre
visibility most of the time, I could appreciate the gently
sloping reefs, bottoming out at 30m-40m most of the time,
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Vibrant soft corals
and hydroids

with a few pinnacles (covered with corals) to spice-up the
underwater landscape. For wide-angle scenery, my very
favourite spot was Sahaung, near the resort on Bangka’s
south. Sahaung boasts an extravaganza of soft and hard
corals, an interesting topography with a pinnacle spanning
from 35m to nearly the surface. Since I had a wide lens I
was looking for mid-to-large sized wildlife, and encountered
a pair of giant frogfish (frequently seen there), a resident
juvenile white-tip shark under a table coral, crocodilefish and
anemones teaming with clownfish.
The runner-up was Batu Goso, on the northeast of
Bangka Island. This site doesn’t have as many soft corals
as Sahaung, but it was covered with colourful hard corals
of diverse shapes, and the reef drop-offs are steeper than
Sahaung. Cherry on the cake: there is a very photogenic
vertical cave that is wide enough to swim into. The top of the
cave – which is covered with soft corals - is at 30m depth,
so watch your SPG! While Bangka isn’t known for big marine
Soft corals in
every colour

Pygmy seahorse

Coconut octopus

Murex Bangka Resort
Glassfish

Coral restoration

Murex Bangka is located on a white sand beach on the
southern tip of Bangka Island. If you are looking for
a remote tropical island experience with world class
reefs and marine life, Murex Bangka should be on
your bucket-list. Staff are friendly, knowledgeable, and
deliver exceptional service. It’s possible to dive Bangka,
Bunaken and the Lembeh Strait with Murex’s Passport to
Paradise option, which allows you to explore three distinct
destinations, from three beautiful resorts, linked by boat
diving transfers.
www.murexresorts.com

life encounters, sites like Batu Goso are more exposed to
the open oceans, and I had four large tuna pass by a few
metres away, just as I exited the cave, so you never know
what you might see there…
As always, the most-healthy corals are exposed to
currents, so our boat captain picked dive sites according
to the time of the day, allowing us to dive with limited to no
currents most of the time.
Most days, we had two morning boat dives around
Bangka Island (five to 15 minutes by boat), which were
all about coral sceneries, while in the afternoon we often
switched to diving the tip of Sulawesi mainland (20 minute
boat rides), where we had a mix of coral fans and sandy
slope, for a bit of muck diving.
We did experience some heavy currents on the southwest
of Bangka on one occasion, and on Sahaung another time.
For the latter, I plead guilty for insisting to have a third dive
there on the same day, as I wanted to explore it with a macro
lens too!

Great macro opportunities

I hadn’t thought too much about small critters when picking
Bangka, but I am glad I had brought a macro lens too! Within
those vibrant coral reefs, if you pay attention (or ask your
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Grab a tank to explore
deeper and you can find
pygmy seahorse right off
the resort
dive guide), you can see some highly desirable
subjects, from a macro photography standpoint.
For example, I photographed several pygmy
seahorses (Hippocampus bargibanti), whip-coral
Whitetip reef
gobies, anemonefish, spotted porcelain crabs,
sharks
leaf scorpionfish and peacock mantis shrimps.
There are also some good muck-diving sites
which I visited, such as Sampiri on the Sulawesi side, where
we saw the intriguing solar-powered nudibranch, which
literally harnesses energy from the sunlight (photosynthesis)
and is about 15cm long! I also had an excellent muck
night dive right on Bangka, where we had snake eel,
mantis shrimp, humphead scorpionfish and – my favourite
encounter – a coconut octopus.
This clever cephalopod is known for living inside
empty coconut shells, but it will also use discarded glass
bottles or… assemble a few shells to serve as protection.
In fact, my dive guide carried a few shells with him as an
offering, should we find a coconut octopus. The first one
we saw snagged the offering with a tentacle, and politely
declined, pushing it away. However later in my trip we saw
another coconut octopus, which was quite pleased with the
proposed shell, and we saw it ‘upgrade’ from its previous
shell to the new one!
I saw more macro species than I can list in this article, and
most of the time I was focused on wide-angle photography,
but if macro is your thing, you certainly can spend a week
diving in Bangka and not get bored.

The house reef

In fact, my only regret from this trip is not having spent more
time snorkelling the house reef off Murex Bangka Resort.
I only went snorkelling the day before my departure, to
realize how much marine life there was in the shallows: I
photographed clownfish and their anemone in only 1.5m of
water, a few metres off the beach! Grab a tank to explore
deeper and you can find pygmy seahorse right off the resort.
If you opt to scuba-dive it self-guided with a buddy, be sure
to ask the dive centre when to go, to avoid currents. You can
also rent a kayak to explore that reef from above.

The coral farm

Finally, it was good to see Murex Bangka Resort doing their
part in caring for the environment. Not only do they use
solar panels to supply part of the resort’s electricity, they
have also created, and are maintaining a coral nursery, a
few hundred metres north of the resort. I have dived on this
coral farm and it was good to see turbinaria and acropora
hard corals growing healthy, on an area where corals had
previously vanished.

Final words

Aside from water-based activities, it is possible to go
hiking on Bankga Island, visit the local village of Lihunu
or take a day trip to explore North Sulawesi mainland. In
the resort itself, wildlife lovers will enjoy seeing hermit
crabs on the beach, and I had the chance to see the rare
cuscus, a marsupial bear feeding in the trees just above
the resort. All-in-one, I fondly enjoyed my time in Bangka,
the secluded location of the resort, good food and many
underwater photo opportunities, both in wide-angle territory
as expected, and in the macro realm too. n
There is plenty for
macro enthusiasts

Topside activities
include kayaking

Nicolas and Lena Remy

For more images from Nicolas and Lena Remy
visit their website or follow them on Instagram and
Facebook @nicolaslenaremy
www.nicolaslenaremy.com
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DIVE NORTH SULAWESI
WITH MUREX RESORTS

Join Murex Resorts in North
Sulawesi for a Passport
to Paradise! Dive into the
incredible Bunaken Marine
Park and lose count of
the number of turtles, discover the
kaleidoscopic reefs around Bangka
Island, and experience the world’s
best muck diving in the Lembeh
Strait. Seamless boat diving transfers
mean no wasted transfer time, simply dive your way from
resort to resort.
For more information about diving North Sulawesi, contact the team of experts at Diveplanit Travel.
diveplanit.com phone: 1800 607 913 email: enquire@diveplanit.com

Each issue, the Scuba Diver test team bring you the latest product and equipment releases
from the dive industry. Cannot wait for the next edition? Keep up-to-date with all the latest
gear news and reviews by heading over to the Scuba Diver YouTube channel!
www.youtube.com/ScubaDiverMagazine

TECLINE PROTHERM HOOD | SRP: AUD$TBA

OTTER WATERSPORTS ARCTIC QUILTED 200GM
UNDERSUIT | SRP: AUD$TBA

The Tecline Protherm hood is made from 7mm soft, flexible
neoprene, which is highly resistant to compression – it has
been tested down to 100m! It is designed to keep your head
warm and cosy in temperatures below 10 degrees C, and is
adaptable to all head shapes.
The cut is made to keep a close fit to the skin, but still be
comfortable around the head and jaw. The Protherm comes
in sizes from small to extra-extra-large.
www.teclinediving.eu

KUBI ALU-R T-SHIRTS | SRP: AUD$TBA
Show your love for your
KUBI DryGlove System by
sporting one of these newly
designed T-shirts.
The T-shirts, with the
distinctive ‘ring’ behind the
KUBI logo, are available in
five colours – navy, olive,
charcoal, burgundy and
grey – and made from 100
percent cotton.
There are five sizes –
small, medium, large, extralarge and extra-extra-large.
www.kubistore.com
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Otter are past-masters when it comes to drysuits, and now
they have added another one-piece thermal undersuit into
their range – the Arctic quilted 200gm undersuit.
This extra-warm and cosy undersuit is pre-compressed,
which means even though it is quite chunky in terms of the
quilting, etc, you don’t require huge amounts of lead to be
able to sink. The undersuit is filled with Finful insulation,
which aims to keep you warmer for longer than ever before,
and weighs in around 2kg.
There are useful hand-warmer pockets, an elasticated
section around the waist to give a stylish fit, a Velcro-closing
pocket on the chest, and thumb loops in the sleeves. Superstretchy stirrups keep the legs in place as you don your
drysuit. It is available in a huge range of sizes for both male
and female.
www.godivepacific.nz
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SANTI HUSK HOODIE | SRP: €79

FOURTH ELEMENT SUBMARINER | SRP: AUD$TBA

The Husk limited-edition hoodie is made of functional fabrics
that wick away moisture and protect against the cold. Soft
shell fabric protects the back, head and arms from moisture
and heat loss, while allowing moisture to evaporate.
Foundation Performance Primaloft fabric works great as a
base layer, providing a soft and comfortable chest warmer.
Designed as an after-dive outerwear piece, the front-zip
hoodie also works well as an everyday spring and autumn
jacket. It has a spacious drawstring hood, and two side
pockets with zippers. The cut of the jacket, with extended
back, provides added protection when being over, and the
collar protects the neck from the cold.
www.santidiving.com

SANTI WAVE BEANIE | SRP: €19

Comfy, warm classic unisex beanie with a timeless cut and
turn-up brim, guaranteed to provide protection against wind,
cold and moisture. The Wave beanie, which is made from
70 percent acrylic and 30 percent wool, comes in three
different colours – blue, green and red.
www.santidiving.com
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Winter is fast approaching, so now is the perfect time to
consider a nice warm jumper.
Inspired by the tried and tested attire of generations
of seafarers, this 100% merino jumper offers warmth and
comfort at sea or ashore. With its distinctive roll neck design,
the merino Submariner is a timeless wardrobe essential
for the everyday adventurer. Ultra-soft, breathable and
temperature regulating, merino wool is a 100% natural,
sustainable fibre that will last a lifetime.
The Submariner is available in charcoal or navy, and in
male and female cuts.
www.fourthelement.com
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Each issue, the Scuba Diver test team bring you the latest product and equipment releases
from the dive industry. Cannot wait for the next edition? Keep up-to-date with all the latest
gear news and reviews by heading over to the Scuba Diver YouTube channel!
www.youtube.com/ScubaDiverMagazine

SHEARWATER RESEARCH PERDIX 2 TI (SRP: AUD$1,650) AND TI BLACK (SRP: AUD$1,700)
Mark Evans: Shearwater Research have had an enviable track
record when it comes to dive computers – in just a matter
of years, the company has become one of the major names
in this marketplace, thanks to its stellar range of products,
including the Teric wristwatch computer, the Peregrine, the
Petrel and the Perdix AI. Now, the Canadian dive computer
powerhouse has unveiled an updated version of its flagship
Perdix unit, in the form of the Perdix 2 Ti and Ti Black.
The Perdix 2 is, according to Shearwater, their ‘toughest
and most-reliable full-size computer yet’, and given their
past efforts, I am not about to doubt their claims. The Perdix
2 features an armoured casing with precision titanium
surround bezel and dependable titanium piezo touch
buttons to protect the performance-enhanced electronics.
Titanium is a great material for use in dive products – it is
lightweight, very durable and non-reactive in salt-water.
It is not just the body that is given additional protection.
An aluminosilicate glass lens guards that fantastic 2.2” bright
screen and offers improved clarity, impact, and damage
resistance. We divers are known to be a little hard on our kit,
so anything that can help protect that screen is a bonus.
The Perdix 2 is extremely capable, and can run air, nitrox (up
to three gas mixes) and trimix on open circuit, and closed
circuit/bailout - it can monitor constant PO2 for closed
circuit, and be air-integrated for diluent, oxygen and bail-out
gases. There is also a gauge mode for those that want that
level of simplicity.
The screen display can be user-customised, which is
a neat feature, but I find the default settings are nice and
clear, even in murky conditions. However, if you so wish, you
can tweak the display to show the information that is most
important to you, and you can change the colour schemes.
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A new feature is a strong
vibration customizable alert system
that draws attention at critical moments
of the dive, such as the end of the safety stop, max
depth, gas reserve and so on. This can be very handy if
you are otherwise engaged, such as with your camera, or
working underwater. I tend to turn off my audible alarms
on computers, but I leave vibration on – it works well, and
you can easily feel it even through a drysuited arm. It is
important to note that this functionality is only supported
by the use of 1.5V non-rechargeable lithium and 3.7V
rechargeable batteries.
Like the original Perdix AI, the Perdix 2 is also capable of
air integration with up to four Shearwater Swift transmitters,
and it comes with a three-axis, tilt-compensated digital
compass, so you’ll never have to worry about getting lost
again (as long as you know how to use a compass!). All of
this means that this computer can grow from being suitable
for an entry-level scuba diver and then growing and adapting
to become a proven advanced technical diving computer.
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One thing that has not changed from the original Perdix AI is
the user-changeable single AA battery. Swapping out a dead
battery is literally done and dusted in a matter of seconds,
and wherever you are in the world, you can get your hands
on AA batteries. You can get up to 40 hours of battery life
with AI enabled from alkaline, 60 hours from lithium, and a
whopping 100-plus hours from SAFT LS14500, more than
enough for a liveaboard or three.
Another familiar sight from the Perdix AI are the dual
elastic straps equipped with pinch clips. It also comes with
bungee cord if you want to go that route – I know some
techies swear by it – but I maintain that the elasticated
pinch-clip straps are the best retainers for a dive computer
I have ever used. Easy to get on and off, and depthcompensating, so your computer never ends up dangling
round your wrist. But, it is nice to have the option from the
get-go. The Perdix 2 can also seamlessly link to PCs, Macs
and iPads via Bluetooth technology, so downloading dive
data can be accomplished with ease.
So, the addition of titanium on the bezel and controls, an
aluminosilicate screen, and a customisable vibration alert
are among the main differences to the Perdix AI. Would
these changes warrant swapping out your trusty Perdix AI?
Perhaps not, as both are top performers, but if you have yet
to enter the Shearwater fraternity, the Perdix 2 represents
an awesome computer that has just got that bit better. The
Perdix 2 is available in the eye-catching shiny Ti, or the
more-stealthy Ti Black colour finishes. It comes in a padded
zippered storage case, and with a nifty tool for helping to
change the battery.
www.shearwater.com
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AUSTRALIA
NEW SOUTH WALES

QUEENSLAND

DIVE EDEN

SHELLHARBOUR SCUBA & PHOTOGRAPHY

LADY ELLIOT ISLAND ECO RESORT

t: 04 1002 6990
e: diveeden@gmail.com
Guided dives of the wrecks, vibrant wharves and
shoreline in Eden, Merimbula and Tathra. Scuba
and Freediving courses are available.
www.diveeden.com.au

t: 02 4296 4266
e: info@shellharbourscuba.com.au
a: 41 Addison Street, Shellharbour, NSW, 2529
Free guided shore diving at Bass Point reserve.
SDI/TDI scuba training. Dive photography & travel.
Retail Sales, hire & servicing.
www.shellharbourscuba.com.au

t: +61 7 5536 3644
e: reservations@ladyelliot.com.au
a: Lady Elliot Island, Southern Great Barrier
Reef, QLD
Lady Elliot Island ‘Home of the Manta Ray’ boasts
20 incredible dive sites and is renowned for
amazing marine encounters.
www.ladyelliot.com.au

DIVE IMPORTS AUSTRALIA
t: (+61) 24 367 5512
e: info@diveimportsaustralia.com.au
a: Shop 5/188 The Entrance Road Erina 2250
Central Coast NSW
The Only PADI 5 STAR IDC Centre in Central Coast
and Closest Dive Shop to dive ex HMAS Adelaide
which located at Terrigal.
www.diveimportsaustralia.com.au

EXPEDITION DIVE
t: 1800 463 483 | e: info@expeditiondive.com.au
a: Suite 683/41/464-480 Kent St, Sydney,
NSW, 2000
PADI Courses • Guided Diving • Scuba Equipment.
Expedition Dive is a full-service scuba shop with
access to the best dive sites around Sydney.
www.expeditiondive.com.au

FEET FIRST DIVE
t: 02 4984 2092
e: enquiries@feetfirstdive.com.au
a: 97 Stockton St, Nelson Bay, NSW, 2315
SDI/TDI SCUBA, Snorkelling, & Spearfishing Retail
& Training Centre. Shore dives in marine sanctuary,
grey nurse shark double boat dives.
www.feetfirstdive.com.au

LETS GO ADVENTURES
t: 02 4981 4331
e: fun@letsgoadventures.com.au
a: Shop 8W, d’Albora Marina, Teramby Rd,
Nelson Bay, NSW, 2315
PADI facility Introductory dives through to
Instructor Courses. Guided shore & boat trips for
divers & snorkellers. Retail Sales & Servicing.
www.letsgoadventures.com.au

OCEAN HUT FISHING AND DIVE
t: 02 4476 2278
e: darryl@oceanhut.net
a: 23 Graham Street, Narooma, NSW, 2546
We are a PADI retail outlet for most diver
requirements including hire and air fills.
www.compleatanglernarooma.com.au

SCUBA HAVEN
t: 0407 457 542
e: info@scubahaven.com.au
a: 20 Merrigal Rd, Port Macquarie, NSW, 2444
SCUBA Diving Port Macquarie and Laurieton
Areas. Offering Dive trips, Courses, Introductory
dives, Sales and services.
www.scubahaven.com.au

SCUBA WAREHOUSE
t: 61 2 96891389
e: info@scubawarehouse.com.au
a: 1/50 George Street, Clyde NSW 2142, Sydney
We are a PADI 5-Star IDC centre that specialises in
personal tuition courses and outfitting divers in all
things scuba.
www.scubawarehouse.com.au
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SOUTH WEST ROCKS DIVE CENTRE
t: +612 6566 6474
e: info@swrdive.com.au
a: 98 Gregory Street, South West Rocks, NSW
Australia’s best Shark and Cave dive. Family
owned and operated for over 40 Years.
swrdive.com.au

ST GEORGE UNDERWATER CENTRE
t: 61 2 9502 2221
e: info@stgeorgeunderwater.com.au
a: 1/148 Bellevue Parade, Carlton, NSW, 2218
We have been in the industry for over 62 years.
We are a TDI SDI 5 star training centre. We service,
train and travel.
www.stgeorgeunderwater.com.au

WINDANG DIVE & SPEARFISHING
t: 02 4296 4215
e: info@windangdive.com.au
a: Shop 1, 239 Windang Road, Windang,
NSW, 2528
Scuba Diving Courses to Instructor. Spearfishing
needs and servicing of all brands of scuba and
spearfishing.
www.windangdive.com.au

QUEENSLAND
AQUA ADVENTURES PTY LTD
t: 07 55917117
e: info@aquaadventures.com.au
a: 95 Marine Parade, Southport QLD 4215
Padi 5 Star Instructor Development Centre, oldest
and most experienced operating dive company on
the Gold Coast.
www.aquaadventures.com.au

BLUE DIVE PORT DOUGLAS
t: 0427 983 907 | e: info@bluedive.com.au
a: Port Douglas – Please call 0427 983 907.
Superb private guided dives on the best Agincourt
Reefs. Private multi-day dive charters.
www.bluedive.com.au

BUNDABERG AQUA SCUBA
t: 07 4153 5761
e: Julian@aquascuba.com.au
a: 17 Walla Street, Bundaberg, QLD, 4670
Bundaberg has world class wreck diving sites,
access to the Southern Great Barrier Reef and the
best coral reef shore diving in Queensland.
www.aquascuba.com.au

KPT DIVING & MARINE SERVICES
t: 07 4783 1519
e: info@yongaladive.com.au
a: 36 Braby Street, Alva, QLD, 4807
We provide unique trips, including a beach launch
& a fast, exhilarating ride to the dive site!
www.yongaladive.com.au

MANTA LODGE AND SCUBA CENTRE
t: 07 34098888
e: info@mantalodge.com.au
a: 132 Dickson way, Point Lookout, QLD, 4183
Amazing diving all year round. Manta Rays,
Sharks, turtles and whales along with a huge
variety of marine life.
www.mantalodge.com.au

PASSIONS OF PARADISE
t: 07 4041 1600
e: Reservations@passions.com.au
a: Reef Fleet Terminal, 1 Spence Street,
Cairns, QLD
Dive, snorkel and sail the Great Barrier Reef from
Cairns onboard a sailing catamaran with locally
owned Passions of Paradise.
www.passions.com.au

SCUBA IQ
t: +61 (0)404964878
e: info@scubaiq.com.au
a: PO Box 588, Port Douglas, QLD 4877
PADI & TDI/SDI Dive operator. Courses for all
levels – Guided Diving – Liveaboards to the Ribbon
Reefs, Coral Sea + more.
www.scubaiq.com.au

SCUBA WORLD
t: 07 5444 8595
e: info@scubaworld.com.au
a: 207 Brisbane Road, Mooloolaba,
4557, QLD
We create safe, comfortable, enthusiastic divers
who always have a fun, personal and enjoyable
experience at Scuba World.
scubaworld.com.au

SUNREEF
t: 07 5444 5656
e: info@sunreef.com.au
a: 11-12/123 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba, QLD,
4557
World class dive sites & first class service. Dive the
HMAS Brisbane Wreck, Stunning Flinders Reef or
Swim With Whales!
www.sunreef.com.au

TASMANIA
EAGLEHAWK DIVE CENTRE
t: 0417013518
e: info@eaglehawkdive.com.au
a: 178 Pirates Bay Drive, Eaglehawk Neck,
TAS, 7179
We have world-class temperate water diving, with
sites suitable for divers with skill levels from novice
to advanced technical.
www.eaglehawkdive.com.au
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA

VICTORIA

AUCKLAND

ADELAIDE SCUBA

ACADEMY OF SCUBA

DIVE DOCTOR

t: +61 8 8294 7744
e: diving@adelaidescuba.com.au
a: 3 Cygnet Court, Glenelg North, SA, 5045
SA’s premier PADI 5-star IDC scuba, freediving,
mermaid and tec diving centre with onsite boats
and heated dive training pool.
www.adelaidescuba.com.au

t: +61422631110
e: info@academyofscuba.com.au
a: 463 Browns Rd, Rye, Vic, 3941
Outstanding service on the Mornington peninsula.
Gear hire and professionally fitted equipment
sales. For Welcome to our diving family.
www.academyofscuba.com.au

t: +09 530 8117
e: info@divedoctor.co.nz
a: 20R Sylvia Park Rd, Mt Wellington.
(1 min off the M’way)
Scuba servicing centre – all brands. Wide range
of products and hard to find items instore and
online. 300 Bar fills, NITROX, O2. Quality dive
training.
www.divedoctor.co.nz

RODNEY FOX SHARK EXPEDITIONS
t: 08 8363 1788
e: expeditions@rodneyfox.com.au
a: 107 Henley Beach Road, Mile End, SA, 5031
Great white sharks, SCUBA, Ocean Floor Cage,
Surface Cage, Australian Sea Lions and our own
wine all on the 32m liveaboard MV Rodney Fox!
www.rodneyfox.com.au

SCUBA COURSES PTY LTD
t: 0407 580 580
e: simon@scubacourses.com.au
a: 1/83, Mount Barker Road, Stirling, SA 5152
PADI Dive Centre, Open Water through to
Assistant Instructor courses, and specialties. Tank
fills and shop. PADI MSDT, experienced instructors.
www.scubacourses.com.au

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
BATAVIA COAST DIVE & WATERSPORTS
t: 08 99214229
e: info@bcda.com.au
a: Batavia Coast Dive, 118 Northwest Coastal
HWY, Geraldton, WA 6530
We are a PADI 5 Star dive centre and THE local
experts when it comes to oceanic adventures.
www.bataviacoastdive.com.au

OCTOPUS GARDEN DIVE CHARTERS
t: 0438925011
e: kimroyce@gateway.net.au
a: Casuarina Boat Harbour, Bunbury, WA, 6230
Wreck & reef diving (small groups, min 2/max
11). Photographers paradise. Hire gear available.
Prolific fish life. 10-18 metres.
www.octopusgardendivecharters.com.au

SOUTHCOAST DIVING SUPPLIES
t: 08 98417176
e: whale@divealbany.com.au
a: 84b Serpentine Road, Albany, WA, 6330
Diving Albany means diving anything from wrecks
to reef, plunging drop offs to awesome canyons
with unbelievable colours and fishlife.
www.divealbany.com.au

DIVE GEAR AUSTRALIA
t: 03 9702 3694
e: sales@divegearaustralia.com.au
a: 11/53-57 Rimfire Drive, Hallam, Victoria, 3803
DGA is a PADI 5 star training dive store with
a huge range of scuba diving, snorkelling and
spearfishing gear.
www.divegearaustralia.com.au

EXTREME WATERSPORT
t: 03 5982 3432
e: info@extremewatersport.com.au
a: 621/1623 Point Nepean Rd, Capel Sound,
VIC 3940
Full sales, equipment servicing, training, rental,
and Air fill services available onsite. On the water
of below it you can’t go past Extreme Watersport!
www.extremewatersport.com.au

OCEANSUITS
t: 03 9702 4993
e: sales@oceansuits.com.au
a: Unit 3, 101 Wedgewood road, Hallam,
Victoria, 3803
Australia’s foremost authority on wetsuits and
drysuits. Manufacture custom wetsuits. Miraculous
repairs service all brands, styles for over 30 years.
www.oceansuits.com.au

OCEAN DIVERS
t: 03 9579 2600
e: info@oceandivers.com.au
a: 223a East Boundary Road, Bentleigh East
Ocean Divers is a PADI Five Star Instructor
Development Centre and a Scubapro Platinum
Dealer.
www.oceandivers.com.au

SCUBA CULTURE PTY LTD
t: 03 9808 0033
e: info@scubaculture.com.au
a: 117 Highbury Road, Burwood, Victoria 3125
Full service dive shop providing equipment sales,
service, hire, training, dive club, dive travel and air/
nitrox fills.
www.scubaculture.com.au

NEW ZEALAND
VICTORIA
ALL ABOUT SCUBA
t: (03) 9939 4913
e: info@allaboutscuba.com.au
a: Unit 17/30-34 Maffra Street, Coolaroo,
Victoria, 3048
A fully equipped SCUBA service centre with a
passion for servicing so we can safely explore the
underwater world!
www.allaboutscuba.com.au
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AUCKLAND
AQUATECH
t: +64 2156 3563
e: servicing1@yahoo.com
a: 4 WOULDBANK Way, Welcome Bay
Aquatech is a scuba service centre. We service
scuba regulators / full face masks / oxygen
regulators. Underwater Scooters.
www.aquatech.kiwi.nz

DIVING ACADEMY LTD
(AUCKLAND SCUBA)
t: +64 9478 2814
e: info@aucklandscuba.co.nz
a: 49B Arrenway Drive, Auckland
5* PADI centre, beginner to Instructor courses
(student loan approved), quality equipment
retail, rebreathers, scooters, dive trips,
servicing, air fills.
www.aucklandscuba.co.nz

GLOBAL DIVE
t: +64 9920 5200
e: info@globaldive.net
a: 132 Beaumont Street, Westhaven,
Auckland, 1010, NZ
NZ’s Premium Dive Store. Leaders in Training,
Servicing and Travel. Home of Fourth Element,
OMS, Shearwater, XDeep, Light&Motion,
DUI, Cinebags.
www.globaldive.net

KIWI DIVERS NZ LTD
t: 09 426 9834
e: info@kiwiscubadivers.co.nz
a: 8 Keith Hay Court, Silverdale, Auckland,
NZ
Air, Nitrox & Trimix fills. SSI & TDI Rec, Tech &
Rebreather courses. 2 dive boats. Brands: Hollis,
Oceanic, Zeagle, Atomic, Bare/Stahlsac service
centre.
www.kiwiscubadivers.co.nz

WAIHEKE DIVE & SNORKEL
t: +64 9217 4892
e: info@waihekedive.com
a: 110 Ocean View Road, Oneroa, Waiheke
Island, Auckland, NZ, 1081
NZ’s most fun little dive shop! We’re your choice
for online retail, diving & snorkeling adventures –
just 35 mins from Auckland CBD!
www.waihekedive.com

CANTERBURY
DIVE HQ CHRISTCHURCH
t: +64 3379 5804
e: sales@divehqscuba.co.nz
a: 103 Durham Street South, Sydenham,
Christchurch
South Island’s Premium Dive Centre, Specialists in
Scuba Diving, Spearfishing & Freediving. Brands:
Hollis, Oceanic, Atomic, Zeagle, Beuchat, Bare &
Rob Allen.
www.divehqscuba.co.nz
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NEW ZEALAND
MARLBOROUGH

NORTHLAND

TAURANGA

GO DIVE PACIFIC

SUBAQUA DIVE CENTRE

t: 0274 344 874
e: info@godivepacific.nz
a: 66 Wellington St, Picton, Marlborough, NZ
Dive one of the biggest cruise ship wrecks in
the world, the Mikhail Lermontov, suitable for
recreational to advanced technical divers.
www.godivepacific.co.nz

t: 09 988 9508
e: subaquadivecentrenz@gmail.com
a: 108 Cameron Street, Whangarei, NZ
Friendliest dive shop in town. Stocker of Hollis,
Ratio Dive computers, Atomic Aquatics, Bare,
Oceanic and Zeagle.
www.facebook.com/subaquadivewhangarei

NORTHLAND
DIVE NOW
t: 09 438 1075
e: info@divenow.co.nz
a: 41 Clyde St, Whangarei
We’re Northland’s largest SCUBA, Spearfishing &
Freedive retail store offering great deals on gear
along with SCUBA and Freedive courses.
www.divenow.co.nz

DIVE ZONE TAURANGA
t: 0064 7578 4050
e: info@divezonetauranga.co.nz
a: 1213 Cameron Rd, Tauranga, NZ
Join our friendly crew for a great day out exploring
the Bay of Plenty dive sites, you will be well looked
after onboard our comfortable boat Ruku Moana.
www.divezonetauranga.co.nz

SOUTHLAND

WAIKATO

DESCEND NZ – MILFORD SOUND
t: +64 (0)27 337 2363
e: info@descend.co.nz
a: Deepwater Basin Milford Sound –
bookings essential
Dive in the majestic and unique Milford Sound
where deepwater species such as black coral live
in diveable depths.
www.descend.co.nz

DIVE ZONE WHITIANGA
t: +64 7867 1580
e: info@divethecoromandel.co.nz
a: 10 Campbell Street, Whitianga 3510, NZ
Dive charters, training, service and retail store.
Many and varied dive spots. Beautiful coastal town
location. Offshore islands & Marine Reserve.
www.divezonewhitianga.co.nz

PAIHIA DIVE
t: +64 9402 7551
e: info@divenz.com
a: 7 Williams Rd, Paihia 0247, NZ
We run daily trips to the Canterbury wreck,
The Rainbow Warrior wreck and reef sites in the
Bay of Islands.
www.divenz.com
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SCUBA COURSES

& DIVE TRIPS
WORLD’S
BIGGEST RANGE

PRICE MATCH
GUARANTEE

Learn to dive, upgrade your skills or join us
on one of our scuba diving trips.
Shop online at

SCUBADIVING.COM.AU

FREE SHIPPING
ON ALL ORDERS

DIVE NOW.
PAY LATER.

or visit our Brisbane, Gold Coast, Sydney,
Melbourne or Perth Megastores.

Ways to become
an eco-traveller

D

on’t think you do not have a significant role
to play with the locals just because you are
a visitor to another country. It has become
even more critical than ever to ensure your
dive resort supports education, communication, and
conservation within the local community and serves to
promote the area.

1 - Check Your Plastic Use

From single-use plastics to chewing gum (basically
a big glob of plastic), check your plastic usage
and strive to motivate those around you to do the
same.

2 - Reef-Safe Sunscreen

Although it has been determined that no product
can be seen as entirely safe for our marine
life and coral gardens, it is vital to ensure you
educate yourself on various chemicals found to be
detrimental to the ocean’s health.

3 - Eco-Conscious Operations

Making an effort to choose the most responsible
marine tourism operators while travelling can also
help save coral reefs.
Questions to ask: How does the company
educate guests about the local environment and marine
life? What steps does it take to minimise its impact on the
local ecosystem? Does it run or assist in local conservation
initiatives?

4 - Sustainable Seafood

About one-third of all saltwater fish species live at least
part of their lives on coral reefs, and all play essential roles
in the health of these habitats. You can avoid being part
of the problem by checking if your travel destination has
a sustainable seafood guide and steering clear of out-ofseason seafood offered on restaurant menus.

About one-third of all saltwater
fish species live at least part of
their lives on coral reefs
82

5 - Scuba Diving Lookout

Another way of helping is asking your dive resort about
invasive species and keeping a lookout during your dives.
For example, the crown of thorns seastar (a predator of
coral) has been causing a bit of a stir in Raja Ampat. It’s
believed the seastars were introduced to the reef through
the ballast water of passing cargo ships, and with few
predators, in Indonesian waters, they have thrived.
Simply put – you make a difference by just making a
booking!

MERIDIAN ADVENTURE DIVE

Situated in Raja Ampat, Indonesia, Meridian Adventure
Dive is a PADI five-star resort and winner of the PADI Green
Star award. Scuba divers enjoy our professional services
that have become synonymous with the PADI and Meridian
Adventure names.
www.raja.meridianadventuredive.com
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