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Wear Something Gaudy Day
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Trixie Worsley
born, 1921



Is Your Costume

Ready?
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Nikki Grimes
born, 1950






Fannie Lou Hamer
born, 1917



Grouchy

Day



Smart is
Cool Day
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Lucy Stanton
born, 1831
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Halloween

Trick or Treat
for UNICEF




POETRY

Ity reading these poems out loud

and see if they feel different than

when you read them silently.
‘Then send me a letter about your
feeling.

‘Love, Luna

Escape to the Sea

Anastasia stood along the seashore
The emetiness in her, ke a bottomless eit;
too s’rronﬂ to bear..

Anastasia had had enough

She was re.ao\& to g0

Lar, far away Lrom this

wretched place

Anastasia was reao\g to 4y

or, rather, to swim...

As her feet touched the cool sand,
Anastasia feit a slight finge



what was it, exciterment? Haﬁic?

Desgite her doubt, she dove in

leaving al her worried +hou3h’rs behind,

on the land

Anastasia dove into the watery depths

and it the com&‘orﬁn& soft sea Qoor

there, she underuwent a great fransformation
chana‘\nﬁ the way she ’rhouah’r and it forever..

Sophia, 10, NY

Night Stars

Stars sh‘\n‘\na in the dark,

Br5h+ as a chid's eyes gowing in the dark.
Stars danc'\n3 around the worid.

M}ﬂh’r as dark as a n‘thnare N your raind,
Stars as bright as & dream,

Stars shine +hrou3hou‘r the golaxy,
Beauticul golaxies,

Stephanie, 10, NJ

Homeschooled: A Poem

| wake up on & normal c\a\j 0 Hu3u3+



| imagine pool water, gistening erh’r
waiting for me to Jump in

| imagine the haﬂog cries of chidren
playing on the street

school is out, kids are free

friends are free

evergboo\g s just fike me

noboc\g can tel the dikerence betuween us
noboo\\:’ knows \ am homeschooled

| 8m no longer lect behind

But | hear the honk of a bus

| pueh ry curtains open

| see the Wlow bus at the stop
too 3@!0(»

too b\"ﬁh’r

pulling chidren forward

into its never eno\ina lusion

ke & maelstrom

hunanj

wa'\ﬁnﬂ

wa*tch'tns

| see the chidren jume on

excited

new clothes



new hair

new \JO\A

but back at schoo),

e is just the same

not new

remembered

same old,

same old.

More bulies

nMore exams

rore watching the buses drive away
leaving you at horme

it is almost as You are missing out
on somefh'tnﬁ most would kil to miss out on
but wh\j are you ?eer\na lect

because You are alone

Bou are alone

but you have the trees

and Your s’ruo\\j books

You are no lonﬂer dlone

no Ionser dlone
Vidya, 12, VA



Click here and send in your poetry any day!




My Life in Ukraine

by Adelia

Ever since Russia invaded Ukraine on
February 24, 2022, NMG readers
have been hearing and thinking

about it.

Then in May, we learned that one of
our readers had lived in Ukraine for
two and a half years before the war
started! She tells what she loves
about Ukraine and her hopes for the
war to end soon.

Hi! I lived in Kyiv, Ukraine for two and a half years. We were
there because my parents both work for the US State
Department and they chose to serve in Ukraine. So I and my
sister, Larissa, and our parents moved there in the summer of
2019.



X

Adelia and the family do Mishka.

Then, I started fourth grade in late August, at the Kyiv
International School — KIS for short. KIS is a wonderful school
with amazing teachers. I love reading and writing, and Literacy
class was my favorite.

My teacher was great and she helped me get better at writing in
fun ways. We used to study figurative language every Friday, and
every three weeks we would play a Kahoot to see what we
learned.
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"UKRAINE |

Oblast

Map by Sven Teschke licensed by Creative Commons

KIS was fun. I studied there for all of fourth and fifth grade, but
only half of sixth grade. I had a lot of amazing friends. In my
section — basically my class — I had two of my closest friends
and we hung out during lunch and Kozak 30, which was our
recess.

I also played a lot of sports both in and out of school. I was on
the cross-country running and girls’ basketball teams at KIS, and
I played soccer with a bunch of my friends on Saturdays.
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During the worst of Covid we would drive out into a forest or
park and we would play and hang out there for hours. Even
when it was snowing. We would bring stuff to build a fire and
then we would cook sausages — we also brought bread and
made hotdogs — and grill vegetables.

We spent a lot of time outside all year round with our friends,
and I remember staying out in the snow and cold so long that my
face became numb.



&Courbt

Our house was in a neighborhood with a lot of other State
Department kids and that’s where we spent most of our time.
During online school we could go outside and hang during our
breaks. If we were in quarantine we would stay home and not
interact with anyone until it was over. But when it was just the
school shut down we could go outside and hang out without
masks.

During fifth grade in Fall 2020, we didn’t play inside with anyone
at all and stayed basically only outside. If we did need to go in,
we would wear a mask. That winter was especially snowy and
cold, but we still stayed outside and often played for hours
without taking a break. After people started getting vaccinated,



we switched to playing both outside and inside.

Half-way through sixth grade, my dad, my sister, and I had to fly
back to the US on January 28, 2022. This was because there were
many signs that the Russian army was going to invade Ukraine.
We had known days earlier, so we got our bags packed. We also
had emergency bags packed and ready in case we had to leave
on short notice.

We were able to bring our dog back to the US with us but we
couldn’t bring our two guinea pigs. Luckily, our Ukrainian nanny
and her granddaughter offered to take care of the guinea pigs.
Their names are Miss Piggy and Fluffy. They’re all safe. I got to
have one more week of school at KIS and say goodbye to my
teachers and friends there.



This is Miss Pigg.

A couple of weeks after we arrived in the U.S. we enrolled in
public schools here. Our parents were able to plan it, so a bunch
of our friends who also had to evacuate back to the U.S. moved
into the same apartment building in Virginia as we did.

It made our unexpected move easier because my sister and I
already knew some of the people in our grades. My friend, Laila,



who was in my fifth-grade class, moved into the same building
we did. And so we are in the same grade and have some classes
together in our new school, as well as some of my other friends.

My mom needed to stay behind because of her work. And when
the war was starting to get bad she left Ukraine but stayed
nearby to still do her work for the State Department. I really
miss her and I can’t wait for her to come back to the U.S., but I
know that she is doing an important job helping Ukraine.

Most of my friends also left Ukraine and I stayed in touch with
them for a little bit. Some of them stayed there and I hope that
they are okay. I really miss KIS and all my friends. I wish I could
go back.

But I know I am lucky - my whole family got out and are safe. I
have a place to live and I can go to school. I also have friends
with me, and I don’t have to go to a new school and new place
alone.

I hope that this war ends soon and Ukraine stays independent.
Sometimes when I look at the news, I see pictures and reports of
fighting in places that I remember visiting. It is really sad to see
how much the war has changed my home in just a few months. I
wish for peace in Ukraine.



What are your questions about Ukraine?
Click here to ask them!

Adelia, 12, VA has a dog and two guinea pigs. | love to read,
draw, play basketball, and run. My favorite subjects in school

are History, Literacy, and Art. | am super competitive and a
perfectionist and | love school and sports.



Enjoy art by New Moon
Girls —

and share your art at
the link at the bottom!










Click here to send us your art anytime!

‘We encourage girls and femme-identified children 8-14 to
contribute their art for international recognition. Share
your creations with us by clicking the link above. “‘We accept hi-
res digital photos of every visual medium: photos,
paintings, drawings, collages, gifs, sculpture, and
videos under 2 mins. Their imaginations are the limit.



